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BARRY SWITZER 
HAS RETIRED. 


JIMMY JOHNSON 
1S IN PRO BALL. 


THE BIG RED CD 
COMES WITH 
GREAT GIFTS. 


NAME THREE THINGS HUSKER 
FANS CAN CHEER ABOUT. 


American Charter’s 12-month Big Red CD* is the best news of the season. Not only will you 
score extra points with a .25% interest bonus, you'll also receive a free Big Red gift. 
Open your Big Red CD for as little as $500. Deposit $1,000, to your new or renewing Big Red 
CD and get a free Big Red cap. Deposit $5,000, and warm up with a free stadium blanket. Or de- 
posit $10,000, and tune in Big Red action with a free AM/FM radio headset. 
| = Cheer on the Huskers and cheer on your earnings with a Big Red CD 
today. They’re both sure to be winners! 
Call 1-800-326-3113 for a Big Red rate quote today. 
And don’t miss your chance to win free football tickets by 
listening for Husker Trivia on the Nebraska Football Network 
during each game. 
*The American Charter Big Red CD is a 12-month certificate opened between now and 
December 2, 1989 with a minimum deposit of $500. A .25% interest bonus will be added to 
the prevailing published Time Access CD rate to affect 


your Big Red CD rate. Some restrictions apply to Big 
Red IRA CD's. Penalty for early withdrawal. 


AMERICAN 
QUQCHARTER 
py Sevings and Loan 


Proud to be here Ready to help.” 


Offices in Beatrice, Bellevue, Columbus, Crete, Fairbury, Hastings, Kearney, Lexington, Lincoln (5 locations), McCook, Minden, North Platte, 
Ogallala, Omaha (8 locations), Seward, Superior, Valentine, Wymore, and York. Call 1-800-326-3113. 
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A legend in modern design: Movado® Museum* 
Watch. 

It was inspired by the group of international 
artists who founded the famous Bauhaus School in 
the mid 1920's. 

Simplicity, tastefulness, function was their dictum. 
And one of its purist expressions was the watch dial 
distinguished by a single dot, designed a decade later 
by Nathan George Horwitt. 

In the 1950’s this design was recognized by the 
Museum of Modern Art and selected for its per- 
manent collection. 

It seems appropriate that today, the Movado 
Watch is crafted in Switzerland, the country that 
gave roots to both watchmaking and the Bauhaus 
movement of modern design. 

The Movado Museum Watch is executed in an 18 
karat gold micron-finish. It is water-resistant and has 
an electronic quartz movement. (Should you prefer, 
the watch is available in 14 karat gold as well) 

The Movado Museum dial is a registered trade- 
mark of The Movado Watch Corporation. 

The Movado Museum Watch. A contemporary 
classic. A timeless timepiece. 


MOVADO 


The Museum.Watch. 


The Movado Museum dial is a registered trademark of The Movado Watch Corporation. 


Borsheim’s Charge, VISA > Hours: Mon & Thur 10 a.m. - 8 p.m. 


MasterCard, Discover, Ff Tue, Wed, Fri 10 a.m. - 6 p.m 
Diner's Club & American Express BORSHEIWS Saturday 10 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. 


FINE JEWELRY & GIFTS 


120 Regency Parkway, Omaha, Nebraska 68114 + (402) 391-0400 + 1-800-642-4438 


LEE SAPP 
ENTERPRISES 


LEE’S FORD-MERCURY ASHLAND STATE BANK 


COMPLETE MODERN BANKING FACILITIES 
NEW AND USED CARS & TRUCKS CHECKING & SAVINGS ACCOUNTS 
FULL PARTS & SERVICE SAFE DEPOSIT BOXES @ ALL TYPES OFLOANS 

RENT-A-CAR VISA& MASTERCARD @ SAVINGS CERTIFICATES 

“It Pays To Drive To Ashland” DRIVE-IN BANKING 

1602 SILVER STREET, ASHLAND, HE “You Really Rate At Ashland State” 

789-7155 @ LINCOLN 2433 SILVER STREET, ASHLAND, NE 
342-6767 @ OMAHA 944-2111 @ ASHLAND 
944-3367 @ ASHLAND 341-5123 @ OMAHA 


Ford 
Credit 


LEE SAPP LEASING LEE SAPP INSURANCE 


LEASING PLANS TAILORED TO FIT YOUR NEEDS COMPLETE INSURANCE COVERAGE FOR 
DAY —WEEK— MONTH —LONG TERM HOME — AUTO — BUSINESS — LIFE — HEALTH 
9902 SOUTH 148th STREET 9904 SOUTH 148th STREET 
OMAHA, NE 68138 OMAHA, NE 68138 
402/895-3113 402/895-0990 
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WHERE’S TURNER? 
Dear Huskers: 

Where’s the third Triplet? 

I know Rozier’s an Oiler 

And I know Fryar’s a Pat 

But what I want to know is 

Where’s Turner Gill at? 

The last I knew he played for 
Cleveland’s AAA team. Just wanted to 
know if you had any information on 
him. 

Doug Bermel 
Yukon, Okla. 


Doug: Turner is out of baseball, attend- 
ing college in Dallas and also helping 
out the North Texas State football 
program. 


SEARCH PARTIES 
Dear Huskers: 

Could | please get information on how 
to purchase a media guide and also how 
to be a member of the Huskers Power 
Club. Being a die-hard Husker fan liv- 
ing in Wisconsin, I love receiving all the 
Big Red material I can get. I wrote ear- 
ly so I would have a chance to receive 
a guide and at the same time help out 
the Huskers financially as much as I 
can. Go Big Red. 

Dean Pluskota 
Milwaukee, Wisc. 


Dean: You can order a 1989 football me- 
dia guide from the Nebraska sports in- 
formation office for $6, which includes 
tax plus postage and handing. The mail- 
ing address is: 116 S. Stadium Building, 
University of Nebraska, Lincoln, NE 
68588. You can get information on the 
Huskers Strength Program by calling 
402-472-3333. 


Dear Huskers: 

I am a member of the class of 1933 
and, being an ardent football fan, I 
greatly enjoy Huskers Illustrated. Due 
to health problems I am confined to bed 
most of the time and so get my football 
enjoyment from television and maga- 
zines. Last season I subscribed to a 
service offered by a firm in Scottsdale, 
Ariz., which provided me with a video 
tape of each NU game of the week af- 
ter the game. Needless to say, I enjoyed 
this very much. However, this year | 
have not yet heard from these people 


____ LETTERS 


and have found their toll free number 
to be disconnected. I would appreciate 
any information you or anyone might 
have concerning any source through 
which I might again this season obtain 
videotapes of the games. Thank you. 
John Rosen 

3400 E. Walnut 

Pearland, Texas 77581 


Dear Huskers: 


I am a new subscriber to your maga- 
zine. I love it. Keep up the good work. 
I was wondering if you or your read- 
ers could help me find the Nov. 22, 1971 
issue of Sports Illustrated Thanks for 
your assistance. Go Big Red. 
Andy Saltzman 
1807 22nd Ave. 
Sterling, Il]. 61081 


Andy: We've included your mailing ad 


Custom Calling and 
Touch Calling From LI&T 


Custom Calling 


Speed Calling—Dial frequently called numbers at a touch of 
one or two buttons. It’s faster than dialing all the numbers 
and reduces errors too. Available with 8-number or 


30-number capacity. 


Call Waiting—You can answer a second call when you are 
already on the phone. Call Waiting eliminates the worry of 


missing an important call. 


3-Way Calling—You can talk to two other people at the 


same time. 


Call Forwarding—You can answer calls to your phone at 
another local or long distance location. Be sure to get your 
calls no matter where you are. 


Touch Calling 


Dial your phone faster with fewer errors. It's easier too. 


Lincoln Telephone 


Your communicationconnection. 


* Custom Calling is not currently available to all LT&T customers. Call your local 
business office for more information. 
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Letters 


dress in case another subscriber might 
photocopy the Nebraska-Oklahoma sto- 
ry we presume you are interested in. 


BIG RED FOOTBALL 


N back issues of that magazine from which 


Test your knowledge of photocopies could be made. 


HUSKER FOOTBALL Dear Huskers: 


Win Prizes and a Chance for Being a Cornhusker fan up here in 


Minnesota can be a little frustrating at 
| x eS 
Bowl Game Tickets! times because it is hard to find fellow 


Cornhuskers to talk football with. Is 
1°900°454-3333 there some kind of Minnesotans for 
Nebraska Club up here? Also, I was 


ri e I could get a video 
This call must be made from a Touchtone phone Wondering where Couls get a yile 
and costs 95 cents per minute. tape of the 1983 NU-Minnesota game 


or the 1984 Orange Bowl against Mia- 


Proceeds of the CALL will be donated to: mi. Maybe . reader could help me. 
Stephen Stein 


UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA 417 Bear Ave. South 
ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT Vadnais Heights, MN 55110 


BIG RED TRIVIA « P.O, Box 34682 * Omaha, N ie Ar 
2 Pie th Rel Stephen: We've included your mailing 


address for that very purpose. At 
present, we don't have a booster club in 
Minnesota in our records. If a reader 
knows of one, we appreciate knowing 
who to contact so we could pass that in- 
formation on to other subscribers when 
the need arises. 


Dear Huskers: 

I am interested in finding other 
Husker fans in the South Jersey and 
Philadelpia areas. Perhaps people would 
be interested in having a Nebraska party 
on game days. Feel free to contact me 
if your are interested. 

Also, I am seeking VHS formate 
video tapes of Nebraska games. Thanks 
to. Huskers Illustrated, 1 contacted 
another reader and we are planning to 
54 exchange tapes but are looking for more. 
Whether you're single, : ‘ a If you have any tapes of games prior to 
just married, or own a ; : 1987, let me know! 
growing business, get the * Hugh Matlack 
most out of life... 836 Lincoln Ave. 
innovative Life Insurance Pitman, N.J. 08071-1973 

Do you realize how faint Omaha’s 


from Guarantee Mutual Life. 

Where Life just got better! t 

Call your Guarantee Mutual Life so ETTER KFAB is out here in Oskaloosa, Iowa? 
agent today and make your life, Guarantee Mutual Life I need help in pulling in the game broad- 
a whole lot better! Company casts. Any chance of expanding the ra- 
dio service? [ know a fan in Davenport, 
Guarantee Centre, 8801 Indian Hills Drive, Omaha, NE 68114 (402) 390-7300 Iowa, who is really in a fix. You can im- 
, : d agine how frustrating that is. 

Jim Knutson 


Dear Huskers: 
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Oskaloosa, Iowa 


AYE, AYE, SKIPPER 
Dear Huskers: 

I am enclosing this letter with my ord- 
er to give you insight on how it is to be 
a Big Red fan in the Armed Forces. First 
of all, I am in the U.S. Navy and sta- 
tioned in the Phillipines. There are very 
few Nebraska Cornhusker fans in this 
area and wherever I am stationed. That 
is very unfortunate. These fans do not 
know what they are missing. There is 
nothing like the feeling of Nebraska 
football in your blood. Whenever I do 
see a serviceman with a Nebraska shirt 
or ball cap, I go out of my way to in- 
troduce myself as a fellow Husker. 

At some time in the conversation, the 
question arises, ‘When is Tom Osborne 
going to win us a national champion- 
ship?’ I cannot answer that question. 
Maybe you or part of the Huskers Illus- 
trated staff could. I respect Tom Os- 
borne to much to question his coaching. 

I started being a Husker fan when a 
member of my high school graduated 
and went to Nebraska to play football 
in the spring of 1968. His name was Lar- 
ry Jacobson, who later became an All- 
American, Outland Trophy winner and 
a member of the two national champi- 
onship teams. 

I am from Sioux Falls, S.D., original- 
ly. You may ask yourself, why is this 
person so dedicated to Nebraska foot- 
ball if he is not from Nebraska? The an- 
swer is: Once you get Nebraska football 
in your blood, there is no escaping. You 
can hide, but you will always be a 
Husker. 

For example: the 1984 Orange Bowl. 
I wanted to crawl into a hole after the 
game. I was so confident that Nebraska 
would win I started bragging too much. 
I think if Nebraska would have put in 
a fresh offensive line and handed off to 
the fullback, the Huskers would have 
won. I still stuck up for the team any- 
way because my conscience told me to. 
I hope my letter inspires you in some 
way or another. Take care and maybe I 
will see you at an Orange Bowl in the 
future. 

Terance Fokken 
Phillipines 


Terance: Concerning a national cham- 


pionship, Osborne has a wonderful 
philosophy about football and it’s worth 
repeating in this case. Osborne’s main 
concern is “improving.” It’s a delight- 
ful notion that hints at better things al- 
ways being on the horizon, that there’s 
always hope. It would be misguided to 
judge Osborne on only one level (win- 


ning the title) while discounting his 
more notable and countless successes in 
other areas. 


We want to hear your comments and 
answer your questions. Address them to 
“Letters,’’ P.O. Box 83222, Lincoln, NE 
6850]. @ 


Keeping our customers first has made us 
the first place volume dealership in Nebraska. 


First Class Selection, Service, Price. . . 
Park Place. . .Your First Place. 


4 MERCEDES BENZ 


Cadillac 


5020 “O” Street (Northside) Lincoln, Nebraska 
1-800-952-CARS °¢ 1-464-0611 Lincoln Toll Line 


GMCrruck 


CONVERSIONS 
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e looks like the boy next 
iH door. That is, if your 

neighbor’s son is warmly 
ly shy and personable, has a 
lean athletic body, has main- 
tained A-minus grades over the 
past seven years and goes into 
the early season as the No. 1 
quarterback at the University 
of Nebraska. 

This is a quick description of 
Gerald Leon Gdowski, the 
Fremont senior, who is precar- 
iously perched atop a trio of 
Cornhusker quarterback pros- 
pects which includes sophomore hopefuls Mickey Joseph and 
Mike Grant. This scenario is not uncommon to Husker fans 
and coaches, and not totally disconcerting to Gdowski, who 
has the unusual capacity to take things in stride. 

After a short visit with Gdowski, his nonvisceral admis- 
sion that he doesn’t feel supremely secure about his top rank- 
ing is in keeping with his confident sense of competitiveness. 
He says, “No, I don’t feel totally secure about my being first- 
team because I know I’ve got to go out there every day and 
do the very best I can. 

“When you’ve played behind 
a guy like Steve Taylor you 
have to learn this, hoping that 
someday it will be your turn. 
At this point, anything can 
happen, which means I’ve got 
to play hard every time I go out 
to practice or play a game.” 

Gdowski claims he and his 
closest competitors Joseph and 
Grant “get along very well.” 
He’s not hesitant to say, “We 
help each other all the time, we 
really do. We tell each other 
about different coverages we 
see and discuss whether we 
made the right decision or not 
on that certain play.” 

All three have definite as- 
sets, and quickness seems to be 
available in each case. 
Gdowski has run a 4.65 elec- 
tronic 40 and he knows Joseph 
is the quickest with “‘a 
4.5-something.” This gives the 
Huskers obvious option capac- 
ity with their I-formation along 
with the basic running and 
passing plays. 

While quarterback has been 
the main cynosure of Husker 


Elevator fo Success 


CAPACITY: 
1 Balanced Outlook on Life 


CURRENT STATUS: 
Full 


CURRENT LOAD: 
Gerry Gdowski 


Article by Pat Quinn; Photos by John Bills 


Even if he falls from his No. 1 perch, Gdowski 
says he can live with team success. 


preseason practice, there’s a 
warming sincerity when 
Gdowski says he can live if he 
isn’t the NU titular quarterback 
throughout 1989. He admits, “I 
can live without being the 
starting quarterback but I can’t 
honestly say how I would feel 
about the situation. As long as 
we improve as a team and be 
successful, I can live with that. 

“In my own mind, I don't 
want to look back and say, ‘If 
I had tried a little harder, I'd 
have made it. If I don’t start, 
it wasn’t meant to be. 

“Now, this may sound a bit corny, but ever since I started 
college the number-one goal was to get my degree. The im- 
pression some people have about major college athletes may 
not support this, but it’s truly my honest feeling. 

“Five or 10 years down the road, football isn’t going to 
be as important in my life as my college degree is!” 

Check out his grades. They more than support his professed 
theory. He’s got an overall 3.6 GPA and is majoring in ac- 
counting and might go on to 
get his Certified Public Ac- 
countant’s certificate upon 
graduation. Where did this 
drive for academic and athlet- 
ic excellence come from? 

“My folks, of course. Dad 
was my high school coach but 
mom has always been a school 
teacher and she helped me cul- 
tivate some disciplined habits,” 
Gdowski says. “I’ve always 
prided myself on having good 
grades. Accounting is like a 
foreign language. When you 
first find out how it works, it 
becomes easier.” 

One of the major steps for 
the Academic All-Big Eight 
Conference quarterback was 
his recent marriage to Sammie 
Resh of Shelton, who is an All- 
American and conference 
champion distance runner for 
the Husker women’s track 
team. This blissful union didn’t 
start like many other marri- 
ages. They were married on 
August 10 and on August 19, 
Sammie went to the World 
University games in Duisburg, 
West Germany, where she 
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didn’t return until the day classes con- 
vened on the Lincoln campus. 

“We got a weekend in Kansas City be- 
fore she left;’ Gdowski claims. ‘‘Hope- 
fully, over next spring break we can have 
a nicer honeymoon. In a way, it’s kinda 
good she wasn’t here for two-a-days 
when I was so grumpy. 

‘‘Mentally and physically two-a-days 
take it out of you. You save it all for the 
two workouts and meetings in between, 
so that when you get home, your body 
kinda shuts down.” 

Track is one of three sports in which 
Gdowski excelled in high school. Form- 
ing a compatible relationship with his 
bride-to-be was surely aided by this fact. 
“Yeah, I got several gold medals on re- 
lay teams at the state meet. In fact, my 
two sisters run competitively, and the fa- 
mily used to take weekend outings to 
some of the Olympic and junior track 
meets.” 

Gdowski (14) says all the QBs (Joseph, 2, and Grant, 1) learn from Gdowski remembers his first date 
each other. with the reed-thin and radiant Sammie, 
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claiming, “A good friend of mine dated 
her roommate. The first time we went 
out we played miniature golf. Things 
went OK, but there weren’t any fire- 
works or love-at-first-sight stuff.” 

Does he join Sammie in conditioning 
or training runs, and do they ever race 
to see who can win? 

“T stay with her the first three, maybe 
four miles, and then I’m outa there. 
Heck, she’ll run as much as 100 miles 
a week and I’m not into that. Oh, I think 
I could take her in the 800, but anything 
more than that and I’m sure Id be in 
deep trouble.” 

The Gdowskis like to hang out 
together, do the running bit and Sam- 
mie is starting to teach her husband how 
to cook. He quickly claims, ‘‘She’s a 
pretty good cook — I’m just starting to 
learn. She doesn’t like TV. If there’s 
something to be done, she does it. She’s 
a doer.” 

Then with his warm smile, he chuck- 
les, “It would be easier for me to be a 
couch-potato than for her!” 

Athletics and good grades have been 
synonymous with Gdowski since child- 
hood. He admits, “I can’t remember 
when I started into athletics, maybe the 
fifth or sixth grade. While dad (Gerry) 
was the coach, he did more to encourage 
me than coach me. 

“Mom was the guiding influence in 
academics. She even got me to take pi- 
ano lessons for about two or three 
weeks. I didn’t like it and I can’t remem- 
ber how I got out of continuing those 
lessons. But, with her blessing, I did.” 

As a junior he was all-state in foot- 
ball and basketball but, he claims he 
“made it known after my junior year 
that I preferred football over basketball 
and that cut down on the number of col- 
leges recruiting me.” 

The Huskers were the choice “most 
of the way,’ although he did have 
scholarship offers from Iowa and Iowa 
State. He does admit, “I had some seri- 
ous thoughts about the Air Force Acade- 
my. There was definite appeal about the 
Academy but I guess it was Nebraska 
all along.” 

His roommate until this preseason 
was another Fremont product, Chip 
Bahe. Gdowski says, ““Chip was the first 
friend I made in the fifth grade at 
Fremont. We’ve been friends ever since. 


Sammie and Gerry (top): A family tradition of top-quality 
academics and athletics. When Gerry runs with his long-distance 
champ wife, after 4 miles, he’s outa there. 
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1989 NEBRASKA CORNHUSKERS FOOTBALL ROSTER 


(*Number of letters earned) 


No. 


4 


Player 


Achola, George 

Anderson, Eric 

Anderson, Le Andre 
**Bahe, Ch 


Bennett, Todd 
**Bobbora, Bill 
Bobolz, Lance. 
Boerboom, Brian 
Brown, Brian 
Bostick, Jon 
**Brungardt, Paul 
Byrd, Tyrone ; 
**Caliendo, Chris 
Camp, Kylin 
Carmer, Steve 
**Carpenter, Bryan 


**Gdowski, Gerry 
Geiken, Shane 
Glantz, Robert 


**Glaser, Doug 


Janky, Tom 
**Jobman, Randall 

Johnk, Tim 

Johnson, Mike 


Pos. 


IB 


Ht. 


— 
— 


RCo Ordo Or+to.& Go 


morro roa 


cm) fom) 


fom) 


ary 


sy n 7 7 7 


— 


WrEAROjORe ew Ore 


— 
i) 


Wt. 


. Birthday Hometown 
3-68 Omaha, NE 
0-23-67 Omaha, NE. 
19-68 Chicago, IL 
14-66 Fremont, NE 
1-69 Roselle, N.J. 
13-69 East Moline, IL 
11-68 Omaha, 

26-68 Schuyler, NE 
30-66 Grand Island, NE 
3-67 Altadena, CA 
7-68 Norfolk, 

1-10-67 Amarillo, TX 
1-10-67 Dorchester, NE 
26-69 Colorado Springs, CO 
-6-69 Indianola, NE 
0-4-69 Bellevue, WA _ 
1-9-67 Battle Creek, NE 
2-12-10 Chandler AZ 
48-67 Brookfield, WI 
2-8-69 College Park, GA 
8-26-69 Weston, NE 
7-20-66 Olathe, KS 
12-11-68 Friona, TX 
11-11-69 Ituna, Saskatchewan 
6-17-66 Omaha, NE 
7-11-68 Slidell, LA 
10-15-69 Omaha, NE 
2-4-68 Houston, TX 
6-6-69 Sudbury, MA 
9-12-66 Kansas City, MO 
12-15-69 idland, T 
10-4-67 Neill, NE 
7-1-69 Grand Island, NE 
10-31-68 Broken Bow, 
1-26-67 Cypress, CA 
3.2170 Fargo, N.D. 
9-24-67 Ventura, CA 
10-16-67 Loomis, NE 
12-10-67 Holdrege, NE 
10-19-68 Columbus, NE 
-9-68 Lincoln, NE 
-19-68 Omaha, N 
11-18-66 Harvard, NE 
-21-69 Omaha, 
11-17-68 Snyder, 1X 

9-67 Fremont, NE 
5-30-69 Gothenburg, NE 
1-68 ouston, | 
9-24-68 Balch Springs, TX 
6-29-70 New Orleans, LA 
1-26-70 Valrico, FL 
4-8-68 Denver, CO 
2-15-69 Aurora, NE. 
9-25-67 Omaha, NE 

-28- ork, 
7588 Los Angeles, CA 
10-3-69 Pearland, 1X 
1-14-70 New Orleans, LA 
9-24-69 a NE 
21-68 Chapman, NE 
5-19-66 Lisco, NE 
11-2-68 Schuyler, NE 
12-29-69 Bellevue, NE 


- High School 
(en hton Prep) 


Central) 
Fenger) 


(Hamilton) 
Creighton Prep) 


(Doherty) 


(Interlake) 


(East) - 


Wahoo) 
North) 


Holy Cross) 
Bryan) 


reall : 
Westfield) 

Lincoln-Sudbury) 

Rockhurst) 

Lee) 


South) 
Buena) 


Pius X 
Bryan) 


(Central) 


ius 


Dobie). 
Mesquite) 
Beanedy 
Brandon 
Manual 


(Creighton Prep) 7 
(Fremont) 


St. Augustine) z 
Southern) 


(Garden County) 
(Omaha Gross) 
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No. ‘Player Pos. Ht. Wt. Cl. Birthday Hometown High School 
2  *Joseph, Mickey QB 5-11 175 ~ so. 3-5-68 Marrero, LA New Orleans Shaw 
62 Kiehn, Erik OG 62 260 jr 11-29-67 Omaha, NE Gross) 

Kleidosty, Jerry FB 6-0 195 so. 2-23-70 Omaha, NE South) 
Koellner, Greg MG 63 285 so. 5-15-69 Haxton, CO 
Krantz, Justin OLB 6-0 210 so. 8-3-68 Bayard, NE 

85 **Kratzenstein, Monte TE 6-3 230 sr 8-16-66 Gothenburg, NE 

Kudrna, Pat OG 62 270 so. 10-30-68 Sioux City, 1A Heelan) 
Kurtz, Scot ILB 5-11 «215 ~~ jr.—‘1-9-68 Omaha Creighton Prep) 
Langemeier, Doug TE 61 210 so. 12-16-69 Mead, NE 
3 pepelte Tyrone CB 5-9 170 so. 2-150 Columbia, S.C. ceil Valley) 
Leise, Daryl TE 6-2 230 so, 5-15-69 pete NE gelg, ton Prep) 

67 Leuck, Ro OG 60 245 sr 75-67 Gross) 

18 _*Lewis, Lance FB 6-0 205 so, 3-27/0 Sontt tity 
5 **Lewis, Tahaun CB 5-11 175 jr 9-29-68 Renee Ye gs, CO erent) 

Liliedahl, Shawn P 5-11 170 so. 10-27-69 Ithaca, NE (Wa oo} 
iska, Bi TE 63 205 so. 3-21-69 Wayne, NE 

10 McCant, Keithen QB 62 200 so. 3-8-69 Grand ‘Prairie, TX 
83 *McCoy, Tim SE 60 175 sr 4-3-67 Lincoln, NE ipoutheast 

McDufty, Andre IB 5-11 190 so. 4-26-70 Euless, TX Bell) 
99 Miller, Kevin DT 63 235 sr 2-11-67 Hardy, NE 

42 **Mills, Jeff OLB 64 235 sr 10-8-68 Montclair, NJ. 

Mitchell, Steve CB 5-10 170 so. 10-5-68 Omaha, NE (Ralston) 

46 Mohnsen, Brian ILB 6-3 230 so. 10-1-68 McCook, NE 

13 *Monarrez, Junior MG 61 270 sr 3-6-62 Bell Garden, CA 
74 **Murray, Mike MG 5-10 240 sr 10-19-68 Chicago, IL Wout Carmel) 
54 **0’Gara, Chris OG 64 270 sr 118-66 Madison Hs West) 

Olson, ‘Scott FS 5-9 185 jr 12-16-67 Norfolk 
Parrella, John TE 64 250 so. 11-22-69 Grand sand NE (Central Catholic) 
Peterson, Scott 0G 64 230 so. 8-2270 Peoria, AZ 

37 Petko, Mike IB 6-2. 225s so. :10-2-69 Anaheim CA Servite) 

38 *Pickens, Bruce CB 5-11 190 sr 5-9-68 Kansas City, MO Westport) 
Pleasant, Dan SE 5-10 180 so. 731-68 Craig, CO Moffat Co.) 
Prater, Kelly WB 5/ 185 so. 3-18-69 Clearwater, NE 

78 *Punt, Tom Or 68 285 jr 9-3-68 Sioux Center, 1A 
Riefenrath, Ray OT 6:5 305 so. 12-29-68 Dakota City, NE 

20 *Rodgers, Terry IB 57 = =170) jr 12-27-67 National City, CA Sweetwater) 

64  *Roschal, John 0G 63 250 sr 12-22-66 Houston, TX Spring Woods) 
72. Rother, Brad Dr 6-3 245 sr 118-66 Bellevue, NE East) 

26 **Sanders, Marvin FS 5-11 190 sr. 10-2-67 Markham, IL (Thornwood) 

25 **Schmidt, Sam FR 6-1 225 _— sr. 10-26-66 Wood River, NE 
56  *Sims, Joe DT 63 285 jr 3-1-69 Sudbury, MA Lincoln-Sudbury) 
34. Soto, Omar FR 5-Il 225) jr. «10-14-67 = Miami, F iami 
86 Spitzenberger, Joe OLB 6-1 220 ih 4-22-68 Omaha, NE Creighton Prep) 
4] Sti Mike P 661 190 fr 10-31-69 Washington KS 
87 — *Svehla, Matt OLB 60 235 jr 41-1467 — Clarkson, NE 
] Thomas, Will FS 60 1/0 so. 6-10-68 Houston, TX 
22 sine, Nate WB 6-2 220 so. 5-28-69 Chicago, IL Mount Carmel) 
40 Tyrance, Pat ILB 6-2 = 240) jr’ 7-30-68 Omaha, NE Millard North) 
75 **Valladao, Ray DT 6-3 255 sr. 8-11-67 Atwater, CA 
57 Walker Kenny DT 64 230 jr 46-67 Crane, TX 
66  *Wanek, Jim 0 Bl. 255 It 5-11-68 Aurora, NE 
89 Washington, William TE 6-2 245 ir 6-2270 Tyler, TX 
91 **Wells, Kent T 6-5 280 sr. 7-25-67 Lincoln, NE East) 

84 Wendiand, Rick OLB 61 215 t 1-27-68 Topeka, KS Washburn Rural) 
96 White, David OLB 6-2 225° fr 2-2770 Gretna, LA N.0. St.. Augustine) 
2] White, Freeman SS 61 200 so. 12-23-67 Kansas City, MO Tilton, N.H., Acad.) 

White, Lamont WB 5-9 180 so. 7-30-69 Bolingbrook, IL 

61 Wiegert, Erik 0G 64 270 so. 5-6-69 Fremont, N (Bergan) 
Wightman, Paul ILB 6-1 = 205s so: 1-15-70 Tampa, FL Gaither) 
Wilson, Gordon SS 60 185 so. 3-12-68 Bayard, NE 

638 ***Young, Jake C 64 270 sr 3-22-68 Midland, TX tee) 

Zacharias, And ILB 66-1 = =©230 ~— so. ‘5-15-69 Sioux Falls, S.D. Lincoln) 

53 Ziegelbein, Bil C 65 215 so. 10-29-68 Polk, NE 
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FREE! 10 CHANNELS 
OF SPORTS ACTION! 


With Satellite System Purchase 


*Assumes down payment, 
18% APR interest for 48 months. 


Receive a full year of great sports action with 
our exciting 10-channel sports Pak when you 
purchase any Panasonic home satellite 
system. You'll receive the nation’s leading 
24-hour sports channel plus 5 superstations, 
USA Network, CBN Cable Network and 
CNN/Headline News. That’s in addition to 
many nonscrambled free sports channels 
and feeds. 


COMPLETE Ss 
SYSTEMS 3 9 9 a 
AS LOW AS hed 


Installation 


Panasonic’ 


CRD-4500 Satellite Receiver 


SEE YOUR AUTHORIZED Panasonic Dealer 


be) 


(402) 896-2131 


A BOOK FOR ALL SEASONS 


ALL STAR “QUOTES” 


2000 Comical quotes of over 1200 people in the 
world of sports in 360 pages of laughter. 


“Guaranteed to tickle the funny bone...” 
.. columnist Bob West 


“ALL STAR “QUOTES” would make Bob Hope 


envious”... 


... Bum Phillips 


“T laughed myself silly...” 


... TV Newsman Dave Ward 


OMAHA SATELLITE, INC. 


“Qmaha’s Most Experienced Dealer” 
13921 ‘R’ Plaza 


Omaha, NE 68137 


Signature 


ge & handling - Total $16.90 


TELEPHONE 


A sampling of just a few of the 2000 side-splitting 
quotes from people who play the games, coach the 
games, and reports the games! 


* “There are two things I never heard in my life, 
my daddy cuss, and a school put on probation 
saying they got justice.” 

.. Darrel] Royal 

* “If you ain’t the lead dog, the scenery never 
changes.” 

.. Buddy Ryan 

%& “My players took Shop and Advanced Shop. 
Shop is when you build a chair. Advanced Shop 
is when you paint it.” 

... Al McGuire 

* “Only two good things ever came out of Italy, 

and Sophia Loren has both of them.” 
... Rod Dedeaux 

%& “Golf is a religious sport. Just hit a shank shot 
and see how fast you start a conversation with 
the Lord.” 

.. Bob Hope 


Order Today 
Not Available In Stores 


Rush Me My Copy @ $13.95 each plus $2.95 for posta 


(1) CHECK ENCLOSED (Make payable to ALL STAR BOOKS) 


C1 CHARGE TO MY VISA 


[0 CHARGE TO MY MASTER CARD 


Expiration Date 


Account Number 


ADDRESS 


CITY-STATE-ZIP. 


MAIL TO: HUSKER ILLUSTRATED + PO. BOX 83222 © LINCOLN, NEBRASKA 68501 


ALLOW 2-3 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY 


Elevator To Success 


Chip’s basically a nickname. His real 
name is Michael. 

“Oh, we hung out together a lot and 
probably the major recreation we had 
was playing 10-point pitch. It was about 
the only thing we could afford to do. 
Chip thought he was the best player and 
we even started a running score count 
a couple of years ago, but neither of us 
can remember or agree upon who was 
ahead or behind.” 

A competitive nature is a main thrust 
in the Gdowski household. His father 
played at Kearney State and he has 
two sisters, Linda and Jenny, who are 
varsity distance runners. Gdowski 
claims, “Linda, the oldest, is a Division 
1 All-American runner at South Dako- 
ta and Jenny plays basketball and 
runs cross country and track in high 
school. 

“They’re both pretty nice girls, but 
we've gotten along a lot better since I 
moved up here to Lincoln,” Gdowski 
adds with a chuckle. “‘At first, 1 found 
basketball the most appealing sport be- 
cause it was easier to get up a game than 
it was in football. But, sorta late in 
junior high I figured I liked football 
quite a bit better. I have absolutely noth- 
ing against basketball. In fact, I play it 
for relaxation all the time.” 

Both Gerry and Sammie are in line 
to complete their baccalaureate degrees 
next spring (Sammie is a B-plus student 
majoring in nutrition) and they’re un- 
decided on what they’ll do. The choice 
for Sammie is either an internship in her 
field of study or graduate school, while 
Gerry must select from employment or 
advanced studies to CPA status. 

But, right now for Gdowskzi is his fi- 
nal fling at the starting quarterback job 
for Nebraska. He reflects on the situa- 
tion and opines, “‘It’s a day-to-day thing 
for all three of us. We all know there’ll 
be up and down days, but I want to meet 
the challenge head on and give it my 
best shot.” 

Your best shot to see Gdowski will be 
on Saturday’s in overflowing Memorial 
Stadium, but it might just behoove you 
to extend yourself to meet this young 
man in a non-football environment. Im- 
mediately you can sense this is a young 
man who has just done his best today 
and has a hopeful eye on tomorrow. It 
would be worth the trip. 
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HUSKERS REVIEWED 


Nebraska vs. Northern Illinois 


A Fire Breather 


TURNOVERS HELPED THE SPUNKY HUSKIES 
TURN UP THE HEAT BEFORE NU ICED ITS OPENER. 


dia representatives forgot to deliver 

the message to DeKalb, IIl., that 
Northern Illinois University was the 
first breather on Nebraska’s 1989 foot- 
ball schedule. 

Critics continually blasted the Corn- 
huskers’ slate during the preseason, 
labeling it one of the easiest in the 
NCAA. Oddsmakers failed to put a line 
on the Northern Illinois game, which 
marked the beginning of the 100th sea- 
son in Nebraska football history. 

And although Nebraska eventually 
earned a 48-17, seemingly routine vic- 


L INCOLN, NEB. — National me- 


By Rod Henkel 


Sanders 3rd-quarter interception 
Pp 


tory, the Cornhuskers, their coaches, 
and even the 76,194 fans in Memorial 
Stadium experienced anxious moments. 

The Huskers, ranked third in the As- 
sociated Press preseason poll, found 
themselves deadlocked at 17-17 with 
Northern Illinois at intermission after 
the Huskies converted three of five 
Nebraska turnovers into scores. 

Two Nebraska All-America candi- 


dates — Doug Glaser and Ken Clark — 
went to the sideline within a nine-minute 
span of the first half with injuries 

Glaser, a 295-pound offensive tack- 
le, suffered a compound fracture of his 
right big toe at the 2:30 mark. 

Clark exited with 11:21 remaining in 
the half after straining his right knee. 
The Husker I-back did return for one 
play in the third quarter, but did not car- 
ry the football. 

“Halftime was pretty scary,” said NU 
coach Tom Osborne. “It could have 
been one of those things you never live 
down. It wasn’t really, to tell you the 
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Photo by Kent Morgan Olsen 


Photo by John Bills 


_ Huskers Reviewed 


truth, unexpected.” 

Northern Illinois entered Saturday’s 
contest with one victory already on its 
1989 record. The Huskies defeated Cal 
State Fullerton 26-17 September 2. 

Nebraska, on the other hand, initiat- 
ed three new offensive linemen, a quar- 
terback, a tight end, two defensive 
linemen, three linebackers, and three 
defensive backs into starting positions 
Saturday. 


SCORING SUMMARY 


SSS 


“You saw the difference between a 
team that had played a game and a team 
that hadn’t played a game,’ Osborne 
said. ““That does make a difference.” 

NIU took advantage of the experience 
gained from its first game and played 
nearly flawlessly during the opening 30 
minutes. 

In the first half, the Huskies did not 
suffer a turnover, were not penalized, 
and maintained possession of the foot- 


Nebraska 48, Northern Illinois 17 
Northerrvillif@ss:s:2s62ss8e trices vapaennaes 


7. 40:10 Oy = 47 


NSEOSK Gl iis ssguiavesan en tterness cosas acanthannpraatsoreetageeneas 7 10 24 10 — 48 


NU — Clark 2 run (Barrios kick). 
NIU — Dach 2 run (Ivanic kick). 
NU — FG Barrios 28. 

NU — Flowers 5 run (Barrios kick). 
NIU — Dach 147 run (Ivanic kick). 


NIU — FG Ivanic 36. 


NU — FG Drennan 55. 


NU — Kratzenstein 14 pass from Gdowski (Barrios kick). 
NU — Flowers 4 run (Barrios kick). 
NU — Garrett 12 pass from Joseph (Barrios kick). 


NU — Dowse 40 run (Drennan kick). 
Attendance: 76,194 


Engelbert (97) helps deflate the NIU air attack. 
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ball for more than 60 percent of the 
time. 

A handful of Memorial Stadium fans 
attempted to start a wave during the se- 
cond quarter, but the effort failed be- 
cause most Husker-backers sat in shock 
at the edge of their benches. 

A comfortable seat did not exist on 
the Husker sideline, either. 

“T could feel everybody getting anx- 
ious on the sideline, including me,” Os- 
borne said. 

Nebraska dominated the first half 
statistically, despite remaining tied with 
NIU. 

Clark, who became the 15th back in 
Cornhusker history to rush for more 
than 2,000 yards in a career, capped 
NU’s opening possession with a 2-yard 
touchdown run. He carried three times 
for 39 yards before the scoring play. 

Quarterback Gerry Gdowski connect- 
ed with tight end Monte Kratzenstein on 
the game’s first play for a 28-yard gain. 

Kratzenstein, a senior from Gothen- 
burg, Neb., and his Husker teammates 
learned in Friday’s practice that he 
might receive a pass on the first play. 

The coaching staff indicated that the 
bootleg pass, where the first option is 
a quarterback keep and the second op- 
tion is a pass to the tight end, could be 
the initial call. 

“The first thing I thought of was all 
the things that can go wrong,” Kratzen- 
stein said. “After I thought about it, I 
knew there’s only so much I can do. I 
thought about it quite a bit.” 

Following NU’s initial 69-yard, five- 
play scoring drive, Northern Illinois 
failed to move the football and punted. 

Nebraska punt returner Morgan 
Gregory fumbled after a hit by Jeff 
Geary and NIU recovered at its 47. Nine 
plays and 53 yards later, the Huskies 
knotted the score at 7-7 on a 2-yard run 
by fullback Adam Dach. 

Northern Illinois’s second possession 
represented its longest drive of the game 
in terms of yards and time consumed. 

“Any time a team takes the ball all the 
way down the field on you, I worry,” 
said NU defensive coordinator Charlie 
McBride. “They didn’t run a thing, real- 
ly, that we didn’t work on.” 

Although Nebraska lost a fumble and 
interception on its second and third pos- 
sessions, Northern Illinois failed to 


MID-CONTINENT BOTTLERS 


709 N. 108 St. 
Omaha, NE 
402-498-0440 


score. 

The Cornhuskers regained a lead 
when Gregg Barrios kicked a 28-yard 
field goal with 9:31 left in the second 
period. 

A 22-yard Dave Jensen punt on the 
Huskies’ next possession set up a 
36-yard, three-play NU scoring drive, 
capped by Leodis Flowers’ 5-yard 
touchdown run. 

NU punt returner Richard Bell fum- 
bled Jensen’s next punt and NIU reco- 
vered at the Nebraska 34. Dach scored 
four plays later on a 17-yard run when 
the Black Shirts apparently stopped af- 
ter referees threw penalty flags. The 
penalty was against Nebraska. 

“Nobody was paying attention to what 
was going on,” said NU strong safety 
Reggie Cooper, who led the Cornhusker 
secondary with five tackles. ‘“We just all 
stood there.” 

The second touchdown run made by 
Dach, who led major-college freshmen 
fullbacks in rushing last year with 906 
yards, upset McBride more than any 
other play Saturday. 

“Tt was like giving it to them,” he 
said. 

NIU’s Cary Caliendo, twin brother of 
NU’s Chris Caliendo, recovered the 
fourth Nebraska fumble two plays after 
Dach’s second TD. 

The Huskies used 2:15 on the clock 
to drive 2 yards to the Nebraska 18 be- 
fore John Ivanic’s 36-yard field goal tied 
the game with nine seconds left in the 
half. 

Shock still filled Memorial Stadium 
as the University of Nebraska marching 
band performed at halftime. Only the 
Huskies’ locker room was buzzing. 

“T was excited,” said NIU coach Jer- 


sen 


Photo by Kent Morgan 


2201 Riverside 
Norfolk, NE 
402-371-9347 


Valladao (75) and Caliendo (49) 
K.O. a Huskie. 


ry Pettibone. “The next 30 minutes 
could create one of the biggest upsets 
in history — it didn’t happen.” 

The Huskers amassed 269 total yards 
in the first two stanzas, compared to 93 
for NIU, but the five turnovers were the 
difference. 

Osborne knew that and his players 
knew that. The Nebraska coach did not 
have to rant and rave at intermission. 

“T felt that would be the worst thing 
I could do,’ Osborne said. ‘‘We just 
talked to them. We said, ‘You played all 
right, you just have to hang onto the 


4801 Superior St. 
Lincoln, NE 
402-464-3163 


football. 

“I thought we played a real good se- 
cond half of football.” 

Nebraska re-established itself im- 
mediately after the break, driving 53 
yards in three plays to paydirt. 

Gdowski found Kratzenstein wide 
open on the same bootleg play and the 
result was an ll-yard touchdown pass 
that gave NU the lead for good, 24-17. 

Kratzenstein let his emotions show in 
the end zone. 

“You've got to get excited,” said the 
1985 walkon of his first career touch- 
down reception. ‘‘No matter how easy 
it was, it’s a big thrill for anybody.” 

Northern Illinois, meanwhile, began 
experiencing a few problems in the third 
quarter. 

Officials flagged the Huskies for their 
first penalty on their third play of the 
second half. A play later, NU’s Marvin 
Sanders intercepted a Stacey Robinson 
pass and returned it 18 yards to the NIU 
23. 

A personal foul against Northern II- 
linois moved Nebraska to the Il, and af- 
ter a 7-yard run by wingback Nate 
Turner, Flowers scored his second TD 
on a 4-yard dash. 

NU’s second quarterback, Mickey 
Joseph, engineered a 66-yard march on 
Nebraska’s next possession and com- 
pleted the drive with a 12-yard touch- 
down pass to tight end Chris Garrett. 

Nebraska added 10 fourth-quarter 
points on a record-tying, 55-yard field 
goal by Chris Drennan and a 10-yard 
run by fourth-team wingback Mark 
Dowse. 

Osborne inserted 85 Cornhuskers into 
the lineup against Northern Illinois, but 

continued on page 2] 
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TEAMWORK AND SUCCESS SINCE 4895. 


Our team of professionals has been 
sharing the winning tradition of Nebraska for 
94 years. You can count on our support to 
continue that tradition. of successful 


financial planning. 


Security Mutual Life Salutes the 


Flowers Holds Down Fort 


W ith Nebraska and Northern Illinois 
tied at 7-7 in the first quarter Sat- 
urday and NU starting I-back Ken Clark 
lying on the ground, Leodis Flowers 
knew his time had come. 

Flowers, a redshirt sophomore, 
replaced Clark in the lineup and scored 
two touchdowns to help the Huskers to 


a 48-17 victory. 

The Omaha Central High School 
graduate enjoyed his most productive 
day as a Cornhusker by gaining 65 yards 
on Il carries. 

“T’ve always been patient,” said Flow- 
ers, who has waited for his turn at play- 
ing time in a crucial situation. 


Flowers ran for 
a career-best 
65 yards. 


Photo by Kent Morgan Olsen 


“That just worked to my advantage. 
When the opportunity did come, I had 
to make the best of it. That’s what I did 
today. . .did the best I could.” 

Flowers lost 2 yards on his initial car- 
ry of the day, a pitch play, but rambled 
5 yards to the end zone on his second 
attempt. The third touchdown of Flow- 
ers’ NU career pushed Nebraska’s lead 
to 17-7 with 6:33 remaining in the first 
half. 

Northern Illinois, however, rallied to 
tie the Huskers at 17-17 by halftime. Af- 
ter Gerry Gdowski and Monte Kratzen- 
stein connected on an Il-yard touchdown 
pass to begin the third quarter, Flowers 
extended Nebraska’s cushion to 31-17. 

During a 51-yard performance the se- 
cond half, Flowers reeled off runs of 8, 
14, 14, and 7 while playing for more 
than 50 snaps. 

Flowers knew upon entering the game 
he was under pressure because of 
Clark’s injury. 

“Being behind a player of Ken’s 
caliber, you have to perform well or up 
to your potential,” Flowers said. “I had 
to hold the fort down. It helps you ma- 
ture a lot faster, too, when you’re thrown 
into a situation like that.” 

Flowers, who changed to No. 23 this 
fall after wearing No. 3 a year ago, 
earned praise from the man he replaced 
Saturday. 

“He’s going to have to be there in case 
something happens,” said Clark, who 
gained 168 yards on 14 carries before in- 
juring a knee. “He was today.” 
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continued from page 19 
none played as big a role as the replace- 
ments for the two injured stars. 

Redshirt sophomore Erik Wiegert 
stepped into Glaser’s position and Flow- 
ers, another redshirt sophomore, 
worked more than 50 plays at I-back. 

When the first-teamers left with their 
injuries and Wiegert and Flowers en- 
tered the lineup, the NU offense did not 
skip a beat. 

With or without the top players, 
Nebraska dominated with its offense to 
the tune of 557 total yards, including 
455 on the ground. 

“Nothing really had to be said,” said 
Gdowski, who rushed five times for 74 
yards and completed six of eight passes 
for 83 yards. “At Nebraska, we have 
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that made no difference. Tom Punt (left 
tackle), Jim Wanek (left guard), and 
John Roschal (right guard) started the 


f game with Young and Glaser. 


“We have to execute no matter who's 
playing,’ Young said. ““Wiegert did a 
great job filling in for Doug.” 

Nebraska’s defense limited Northern 
Illinois to 174 total yards and only four 
second-half first downs. 

Weak-side linebacker Pat Tyrance, a 
junior from Omaha, led the Black Shirts 
with 10 tackles. Sophomore strong-side 
linebacker Mike Petko recorded six 
stops, while left outside linebacker Tra- 
vis Hill had five tackles. 

The Huskies gained nearly the same 
amount of yards before intermission (93) 


» as they did in the second half (81), but 


guys two and three deep who can play. © field position differed greatly. NIU start- 
That’s why we're so good.” 6 ed, on the average, at its 35 in the open- 
Flowers gained 65 yards on II carries > ing half, and at its 21 after halftime. 
as Clark’s replacement. Before his in- je “Turnovers are probably the biggest 
jury, Clark rushed 14 times for 168 yards | FE statistic in a football game and the first 
to boost his career total to 2,009 yards. Richard Bell (21) half proved that,” Tyrance said. “When 


Jake Young, NU’s All-American 
center, was the lone returning line start- 
er in Glaser’s absence, but he claimed 


an opponent has to go 65-70 yards, it’s 
definitely easier to stop them than if they 
have to go 30-40 yards." 


Total 
First Downs Rushing Passing Offense Punting Fumbles Pen. Third 
Game Score Tot Ru-Pa-Pn Att-Yds-TD Att-Com-Int-Yds-TD Att-Yds No-Avg No-Lost No-Yds Downs T-of-P 
ee ee 


@NEBRASKA........-.0004- 48 24 19-5-0 47-470-4 13-8-1-102-2 60-557 2-425 5-4 5-40 1-6 24:41 
No. Illinois... 7 Nl 7-3-1 50-162-2 13-5-1-44-0 63-174 10-381 1-0 7-57 5-18 35:19 
a Ne ee 


NEBRASKA. ........:00cc0008 
@Minnesota............6:c002 


@NEBRASKA........scscsessees 
Oregon State............04 


@NEBRASKA.........sc000000 
Kansas State .........ccee. 


NEBRASKA. .....0.:0:00:0000 
@MisSOUTI...........:ccceeeee 


@NEBRASKA........0000000008 
lowa Stat@.........ssccse 


NEBRASKA.........c:000e000+ 
@Colorado.....ccccccscseeseees 


@NEBRASKA..........000:00006 
KANSAE Ais ccscerieatgees accor 


@NEBRASKA.,.....cccsceseeeeee 
Oklahoma.........cc0cc0000: 
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Saturday's victory over Northern II- 
linois marked the fourth consecutive 
time Nebraska has won its opener since 
a 17-13 loss to Florida State in Lincoln 
in 1985. The Huskers are 12-4-1 in 
openers with Tom Osborne at the helm 
and 69-26-5 in their 100-year history. 
Osborne, the winningest active coach in 
NCAA Division I-A, now owns a career 
record of 159-36-2 one game into his 
17th year as a head coach. 

Northern Illinois evened its overall 
record against Big Eight schools at 1-1-0 
with the loss to Nebraska. The Huskies 
won at Kansas 37-34 in 1983. NIU has 
a chance to improve its record versus the 
Big Eight when Kansas State hosts the 
Huskies on September 23. 

Northern Illinois began its 1989 sea- 
son a week earlier than Nebraska by 
claiming a 26-17, come-from-behind 
victory over Cal State Fullerton in 
Dekalb, Ill. The Huskies, after trailing 
10-0 in the first quarter of their opener, 
rallied behind junior quarterback Stacey 


NOTES & QUOTES 


Robinson. Making his first career start, 
Robinson completed 10 of I7 passes for 
l4 yards and rushed for a pair of 
touchdowns. 

Huskies’ coach Jerry Pettibone holds 
a 19-26-1 record in his fifth year at NIU. 
Pettibone, a former Oklahoma 
(1966-1978) and Nebraska (1979-1981) as- 
sistant coach, returned 43 of 56 letter- 
men from his 1988 team that compiled 
a 7-4 mark. The biggest of the Huskies’ 
wins came at Wisconsin where John 
Ivanic’s 31-yard field goal with 1:24 left 
sealed a 19-17 victory, NIU’s first-ever 
triumph over a Big Ten team. Pettibone 
said prior to Saturday's contest that he 
was anxious to return to Lincoln, where 
he served as the Huskers’ recruiting 
coordinator for three years. “One of the 
greatest experiences in college football 
is playing in Memorial Stadium on a 
Saturday afternoon,” Pettibone said pri- 
or to Saturday. ‘We're excited about this 
game.” While at Nebraska, Pettibone 
was responsible for the recruitment of 


Turner Gill and Mike Rozier. Pettibone 
represents the second former Osborne 
aide to later face the Husker mentor as 
a head coach. Warren Powers coached 
against Osborne while head man at 
Washington State and Missouri. 

Pettibone on the Nebraska game: “I 
just told our players how proud I was 
of them and how pleased I was by the 
way we competed all the way. We were 
in the game today. I feel we made a 
tremendous step toward turning this pro- 
gram into a solid Division I team. The 
only way to get better is to play the na- 
tion’s top teams.” 

Doug Glaser, Nebraska's All-America 
candidate at offensive tackle, suffered a 
compound fracture of his right big toe 
Saturday and could miss from four to 
six weeks. 

Osborne said the coaching staff might 
consider redshirting Glaser, but only af- 
ter conferring with the senior from 
Balch Springs, Texas. The Husker coach 
said if Glaser was healthy for the Big 
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Dennis E, Butler, CLU 


Kurt A. Kechely, CLU, ChFC 


James F, Daubert, CLU 


Robert Haller, CLU 


Eight season, he would probably not 
redshirt. 

“The injury to Glaser is a big one,” 
Osborne said. “You just don’t have that 
kind of lineman around with that kind 
of experience.” 

NU All-American center Jake Young 
added, ‘‘He’s a great player. It's 
disheartening to lose somebody that 
plays that well. He’s probably one of the 
premier offensive linemen in the nation, 
if not the best. You hate to see that 
happen.” 


Saturday’s weather in Lincoln was | 


quite a contrast from conditions 24 
hours earlier. 

Nebraska's capital city, as of 6:30 
a.m. Saturday, had an official 24-hour 
total of 4.95 inches of rain at Lincoln 
Municipal Airport, surpassing the Sept- 
ember record of 4.88 inches set in 1923. 

Much of the city and southeast 
Nebraska experienced flooding 
problems Friday night and Saturday and 
many area high school games were 
postponed Friday night. 

Predictions of Saturday's weather 
included showers, and as a result, many 
of the fans in Memorial Stadium carried 
rain gear. However, the sun shone 
throughout much of the contest and no 
rain fell. 

Osborne commented that third-string 
quarterback Mike Grant did not play 
against Northern Illinois because the 
Husker coaching staff is considering a 
redshirt year for the sophomore from 
Valrico, Fla, 

“We have no immediate plans to play 
Mike Grant,” Osborne said. **We'll play 
that by ear a little longer.” 

After starter Gerry Gdowski and 
backup Mickey Joseph, Osborne played 
Jerry Dunlap at quarterback Saturday, 

Because of what Osborne labeled a 
thin situation at I-back, sophomore 


Andre McDuffy played Saturday and 


will not redshirt in 1989. 

The Husker coaches had debated 
redshirting MeDuffy and they ‘will 
definitely try to redshirt Scott Baldwin,” 
Osborne said. Baldwin is a sophomore 
I-back from Roselle, NJ. 

Chris Drennan connected on a 
55-yard field goal against Northern 
Illinois to tie a school record. 

On the cover: Wingback Nate 
Turner. Photo by John Bills. @ 
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A Great Way To Go 


From Town Io Town 


All you have to do is take West Dodge Road from Omaha to Boys 
Town. You'll see one of Nebraska's most popular attractions 
including our Hall of History, which features hundreds of artifacts from 
Boys Town's 70-year history. And admission and tours are free. If you 
need a little vacation, come to Boys Town. It’s a great way to go from 
town to town without leaving Omaha! 
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STATE OF THE HUSKERS 


By Mike Babeack 


Watching, Waiting 
and Playing 


ike Grant watched Nebraska's 
48-17 opening-game victory over 
Northern [linois from the sideline. 

The sophomore quarterback from 
Valrico, Fla.. 
being sent in, even as the score began 
to mount quickly in the second half. 

With 6:32 remaining in the third 
quarter, redshirt sophomore Mickey 
Joseph entered the game for the first 
time, after starting quarterback Gerry 
Gdowski had directed Nebraska to a pair 
of third-quarter touchdowns and a com- 
fortable 31-17 lead. 

Joseph was followed at quarterback, 
in the fourth quarter, first by Jerry Dun- 
lap and then Keithen McCant, another 
redshirt sophomore who caught the 
crowd's attention with a 53-yard run to 
set up the game’s final touchdown in the 
closing minutes. 

Grant is as talented as any of the 
Cornhusker quarterbacks and might 
have imagined himself doing what 
McCant did. But Grant could only 
watch and wait for his opportunity. 
which probably won't come until next 
season. 

Barring the unforeseen, an injury to 
Gdowski or Joseph, Grant will sit this 
fall out as a redshirt. ““We have no im- 
mediate plans to play Mike Grant.” 
Coach Tom Osborne told reporters dur- 
ing his postgame news conference. 

The decision to redshirt players is 
never easy. 
Grant’s ability is particularly difficult. 
‘Mike has a way of rising to the occa- 
sion,’ Osborne says. 

“When you see a guy consistently 
take the No. 2 offense against the No. 
| defense and do pretty well, you kind 
of raise your eyebrows.” 

Grant has done that. 

In the spring intrasquad game, he 
directed the second-team Whites to a 
40-28 upset victory over the Reds, rush- 
ing for 157 yards and a touchdown. 
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had little or no hope of 


But to hold out one of 


Mike Petko 


And he had similar statistics during 
preseason scrimmages this fall. 

Nevertheless, he doesn’t have the ex- 
perience or the knowledge of the sys- 
tem that Gdowski and Joseph have. 

If Grant had established himself as a 
clearcut No. 2, or even No. 1, during 
fall camp, he wouldn't have been red- 
shirted. But he didn’t. So it’s best to save 
a year of eligibility. 

That could change, of course. 

Redshirting is always done after the 
fact. Players aren't redshirted until 
they’ve sat out every game. 

But to take a player out of a redshirt 
three or four games into the season isn’t 


Photo by John Bills 


fair to the player. 

Consequently, it isn’t done except in 
the case of extreme emergencies. 

It appeared Nebraska might be facing 
such an emergency when I-back Ken 
Clark limped off the field with a hyper- 
extended knee early in the second quart- 
er of the season opener. 

As a result, Osborne changed his 
mind about redshirting Andre McDuffy, 
a sophomore I-back from Euless, Texas. 

McDuffy was sent in the game, late, 
to gain some experience. As soon as he 
ran on the field, his redshirt was over. 

Players have some control over 
whether or not they redshirt, as sopho- 
more linebacker Mike Petko discovered. 

Five months ago, Petko figured he'd 
be watching this season’s games from 
the stands as a redshirt. 

“When | reported for spring practice, 
I had it in my head I'd be a scout team 
player (this fall)” Petko said after mak- 
ing six tackles in his varsity debut 
against Northern Illinois. 

That very real possibility alleviated 
some of the pressure on him. 

Petko figured he had nothing to lose, 
“so I was just going to play like I could 
play (in the spring).” he said. 

Obviously, the approach worked. 

“The first time | moved up on the 
depth chart, I was stunned,” said Pet- 
ko, who finished spring practice as the 
No. 2 strongside linebacker, behind 
senior Randall Jobman. 

Players who earn second-team status 
by the season opener aren’t redshirted. 

That’s why freshman Will Shields is 
playing instead of redshirting. He 
worked his way up the depth chart to 
second-team left offensive guard behind 
Jim Wanek during preseason camp. 

That should surprise anyone who un- 
derstands Nebraska’s system. 

Almost every Cornhusker offensive 
lineman redshirts, and freshmen line- 
men rarely play with the varsity. Jake 


Young was Nebraska's first interior 
offensive lineman to letter as a true 
freshman since the NCAA reinstated 
freshman eligibility in 1972. 

And the senior center from Midland, 
Texas, is an All-American. 

So Shields will be in select company, 
assuming he continues to develop as 
rapidly as he has since reporting as a 
freshman barely a month ago. 

Shields’ dramatic rise on the depth 
chart was a result of several factors, in- 
cluding a knee injury that has slowed 
senior Chris O’Gara and the team’s lack 
of experienced depth at guard. 

But Shields has also made the most 
of his opportunity by “picking up things 
pretty fast.” according to offensive line 
coach Milt Tenopir. 

Shields’ high school in Lawton, 
Okla,, played the same offense as 
Nebraska, with the same terminology 
and the same line calls. That’s made 
learning the system easier. Plus, ‘he’s 
a pretty intelligent kid/’ says Tenopir. 

Shields is enthusiastic, too, and ag- 
gressive. He hustles back to the huddle. 
When he makes mistakes, which is to 
be expected, he makes them going full 
speed. And “he’s not intimidated by 
other folks.’ Tenopir says. 

The coaches have been impressed. 


1962 — NU beats South Dakota 53-0 
1963 — NU beats South Dakota St. 58-7 
1964 — NU beats South Dakota 56-0 
1965 — NU beats Texas Christian 34-14 
1966 — NU beats Texas Christian 14-10 
1967 — NU beats Washington 17-0 
1968 — NU beats Wyoming 13-10 
1969 — NU loses to USC 31-21 

1970 — NU beats Wake Forest 36-12 
1971 — NU beats Oregon 34-7 

1972 — NU loses to UCLA 20-17 

1973 — NU beats UCLA 40-13 

1974 — NU beats Oregon 61-7 

1975 — NU beats Louisiana State 10-7 


Shields, who was chosen as the Daily 
Oklahoman high school Lineman of the 
Year as u senior, is “probably better than 
we anticipated,” says Tenopir. 

As a result, he’s in a position to con- 
tribute even more than Young did as a 
freshman, Tenopir adds. By the start of 
Big Eight play, Shields should be mak- 
ing a significant contribution. 

Shields wasn’t the only true freshman 
to play against Northern Illinois. John 
Reece, a cornerback from Houston, also 
got in early, on the kickoff team. 

The rapid development of Shields and 
Reece should benefit Nebraska not only 
on the field but in recruiting. too. 

Redshirting of players is often used 
against the Cornhuskers, with recruits 
being told they’ll have to wait their turn 
to play. But when opportunity, attitude 
and talent come together, as they appar- 
ently have for Shields and Reece, that’s 
not true. 

Nebraska used 85 players against 
Northern Illinois, several of whom were 
seeing varsity action as Cornhuskers for 
the first time. In addition to Petko, 
Shields and Reece, that group included 
outside linebackers David White and 
Travis Hill, free safety Tyrone Byrd, 
wingback Tyrone Hughes and tight end 
William Washington. 


Opening Game Results In The Devaney-Osborne Era 


There were others, of course, many 
of whom were redshirted last season and 
some of whom are probably expected to 
be redshirted this fall, like Petko. 

He was so keyed up, his voice shook 
as he answered postgame questions. 

“It's so exciting to be a part of all 
this,” Petko said. “I still feel like I'm 
not good enough, that I can’t play here. 
It’s like 'm dreaming.” 

Petko was sent into the game less than 
five minutes after the opening kickoff, 
for the first play of Nebraska’s second 
defensive series. “It took me one play 
(to settle in),” said Petko, whose first 
tackle came six plays later, on a 6-yard 
gain to the NU 6-yard line. 

After his first play, Petko whispered 
to himself: “I can’t be redshirted now. 
It's time to crack some heads.” 

While he did, Grant watched from the 
sideline. In all likelihood, itll be 
another year before his time comes, 
despite what others say. 

In its college football special edition, 
Sports Illustrated said of Nebraska: 
“The Huskers could blossom early if 
sophomore Mike Grant develops into a 
worthy replacement for Steve Taylor at 
quarterback.” 

Under the circumstances, that’s a 
pretty big “if. 


1976 — NU ties Louisiana State 6-6 
1977 — NU loses to Washington State 19-10 
1978 — NU loses to Alabama 20-3 
1979 — NU beats Utah State 35-14 
1980 — NU beats Utah 55-9 

1981 — NU loses to lowa 10-7 

1982 — NU beats lowa 42-7 

1983 — NU beats Penn State 44-6 
1984 — NU beats Wyoming 42-7 

1985 — NU loses to Florida State 17-13 
1986 — NU beats Florida State 34-17 
1987 — NU beats Utah State 56-12 
1988 — NU beats Texas A&M 23-14 
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GAME BY GAME PASSING STATISTICS 


Dunlap, QB 
Gdowski, QB 
Grant, QB 
Haase, QB 
Joseph, OB 
McCant, QB 


NO. ILLINOIS UTAH 
0-0-0-0-0 
8-6-1-83-1 


5-2-0-19-1 
0-0-0-0-0 


LEGEND: Attempts-Completions-Interceptions-Yardage-TD 


GAME BY GAME RUSHING STATISTICS 


Baldwin, IB 
Bell, WB 
Bobolz, WB 
Carpenter, FB 
Clark, IB 
Devall, WB 
Dowse, WB 
Dunlap, QB 
Flowers, IB 
Gdowski, QB 
Grant, QB 
Haase, QB 
Hughes, WB 
Johnk, FB 
Joseph, QB 
Kleidosty, FB 
McCant, QB 
McDuffy, IB 
Prater, WB 
Rodgers, IB 
Schmidt, FB 
Soto, FB 
Turner, WB 
L. White, WB 


NO. ILLINOIS UTAH 
2-39-0-0 


2-11-0-0 
14-168-0-0 


1-10-1-0 
1-(4)-0-0 
11-65-2-0 
5-74-0-0 
4-(1)-0-0 
5-14-0-0 
1-53-0-0 
1-1-0-0 


1-4-0-0 


2-21-0-0 


LEGEND: Attempts-Yardage-TD-Long 


GAME BY GAME RECEIVING STATISTICS 


Bahe, SE 
Baumert, SE 
Bell, WB 
Bobolz, WB 
Bostick, SE 
D‘Alesio, TE 
Devall, WB 
Dowse, WB 
Garrett, TE 
Gregory, SE 
Hughes, WB 
Kratzenstein, TE 
Langemeier, TE 
Leise, TE 
Liska, TE 


McCoy, SE 
Parrella, TE 
Prater, WB 


Turner, WB 


Washington, TE 


L. White, WB 


NO. ILLINOIS UTAH MINNESOTA 


MINNESOTA OREGON ST. 


1-7-0-7 


1-12-1-12 
3-41-0-12 


2-39-1-28 


1-3-0-3 


LEGEND: Catches-Yardage-TD-Longest 


GAME BY GAME DEFENSIVE STATISTICS 


E. Anderson, CB 
L. Anderson, DT 
Brown, OT 

Byrd, FS 
Caliendo, LB 
Camp, LB 


044-4; 0-0 


NO. ILLINOIS UTAH MINNESOTA 


2-0-2; 0-0 
2-0-2; 0-0 


1-3-4; 0-0 


26 September 16, 1989 


OREGON ST. KANSAS ST. MISSOURI 


STATISTICS 


MINNESOTA OREGON ST. KANSAS ST. MISSOURI OKLA. S 


STATE 


KANSAS ST. MISSOURI OKLA. STATE 


OREGON ST. KANSAS ST. MISSOURI OKLA. S 


OKLA. STATE 


TATE 


IOWA STATE COLORADO KANSAS 


IOWA STATE COLORADO KANSAS 


OWA STATE COLORADO KANSAS 


IOWA STATE COLORADO KANSAS 


OKLAHOMA 


OKLAHOMA 


OKLAHOMA 


OKLAHOMA 


TOTAL 


TOTAL 


TOTAL 


TOTAL 


GAME BY GAME DEFENSIVE STATISTICS, cont. 


NO. ILLINOIS UTAH MINNESOTA OREGON ST. KANSAS ST. MISSOURI OKLA. STATE IOWA STATE COLORADO KANSAS OKLAHOMA TOTAL 
Carmer, FS 
Cooper, SS —— ==. = — 
Cotton, SS 2-0-2; 1-18 ail : _ = 
Crippen, CB —= - ; : —= 
Croel, LB 2-4-3; 2-9 a ; = : 
Duin, SS pall —— 7 : ——_ 
Edgren, MG _ : —_ - a = 
Engelbert, MB 2-2-4; 0-0 en ad es 7 - 
Goff, CB = =" Se ee ——— — 
Haage,LB 2-1-3; 0-0 7 Se — —— 
Hicks, CB —_ -- ee _— ~, _——- 
Hill, LB 7 - —=——= 
Jobman, LB ; 
Krantz, LB : — —— 
Kurtz, LB = — - _ —— 
Legette, CB — = 
T. Lewis, CB —_‘1-0-1; 0-0 — = _—eel : 
Miller, DT __— 7 = : 
Mills, LB 2-1-3; 0-0 _ ————— : = 7 
Mohnsen, LB 1-0-1; 0-0 7 —_— : == 
Monarrez, MG SSS _ . ne 
Murray,MG 2-4-3; 1-4 oe : — —— 
Olson, FS ‘1-0-1; 0-0 ; ——— Se = 
Petko, LB 5-1-6; 0-0 —— 7 = - 
Pickens, CB 2-0-2; 0-0 ; — 
Reece, 0B 2-1-3; 0+ : = 
Sanders, FS 3-1-4; 0-0 —_ 7 
Sims, OT S64 1-2 a : : 
Spitzenberger, LB —— — a 
Svehla, LB = = === 
Thomas, FS 1-0-1; 0-0 a 
Tyrance, LB 73-103 1-4 : —— = 
Valladao, OT 2-1-3; 0-0 : = 
Walker, DOT ————— — - 
Wells, DT = 1-0-1;0-0 aires ———— 
Wendland, LB = — =—— 
D. White, LB = = —— 
F, White, SS _ . —_—- = 
Zacharais, LB 1-0-1; 0-0 : a ee = = —_ 
Legend: Unassisted Tackles-Assisted Tackles-Total Tackles; Tackles for Loss-Yardage Lost - 
NEBRASKA GAME-BY-GAME STARTERS 
OFFENSE NO. ILLINOIS UTAH MINNESOTA OREGON ST. KANSAS ST. _ MISSOURI OKLA. STATE IOWASTATE COLORADO KANSAS OKLAHOMA 
SE Gregory ——— —EEEE —— 
tro Punt ———s —— = Se —— 
LG __Wanek — = s a 
CG. Young " - _ : - a — 
RG Roschal a a = ee = = 
RT ‘Glaser = ——<—— = — a = —— 
TE Kratzenstein = 7 = a ~ —— 
QB Gdowski a _ = a 
FB Carpenter 
1B Clark ; = : a ; 2 
we Bell ; = 
DEFENSE NO.ILLINOIS UTAH MINNESOTA OREGONST. KANSAS ST. MISSOURI OKLA.STATE IOWASTATE COLORADO KANSAS OKLAHOMA 
oLB Mills 7 a hm 
Tt Sims = ——— = 
NG Murray 
- Wells 
OLB Croel = 
SLB Petko 
WLB Tyrance — 
LCB Pickens = = = = 
RCB Lewis 
ss _ Cooper — 
FS Sanders 


Please note that statistics for the most recent game are compiled in the press box. However, changes may be made throughout 


the season to reflect official coaches’ evaluations after grading film. 
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Mitchell Won't Be Enough 


Brad Fuqua, Grand Island In- 
dependent, Grand Island, Neb.: 
“Utah’s Scott Mitchell proved that he 
could throw the football last year. 
Mitchell, a junior, led the country in to- 
tal offense last season while directing his 
Utes to a 6-5 record. Nebraska coach 
Tom Osborne calls Mitchell ‘one of the 
nation’s best quarterbacks, just as good 
as UCLA's Troy Aikman and Miami’s 
Steve Walsh, both of whom Nebraska 
faced last year. Mitchell and 12 other 
returning starters will head to Lincoln 
in search of the big upset. 

“Utah whipped Brigham Young 57-28 
in their final game last year but finished 
a disappointing fourth in the WAC. The 
reason? Utah simply has no defense. 
Nebraska’s running backs will have a lot 
of fun against this Utah unit. The 
Huskers’ biggest problem will be get- 
ting motivated for this game. The big- 
gest test will be for NU’s secondary. 
Reggie Cooper is the lone returnee from 
a group that lost some pretty big names, 
but after this game, there will be a lot 
of big names in the secondary again. 
Mitchell will get pressured from a big 
and quick Husker defensive line. Count 
on it. But he will still put some points 
on the board. Nebraska should be able 
to put points on the board easily. This 
Utah team could be the toughest team 
on NU’s non-conference schedule, but 
the Huskers will still win in a romp, 
63-21.” 

Chuck Green, Daily Nebraskan,, 
Lincoln, Neb: “Before the season start- 
ed, I thought this would be a reasona- 
bly close game. But after Utah lost to 


Fuehrer 
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Fresno State, I’m starting to have a few 
more doubts. 

“Mitchell is probably the best quar- 
terback in the country this year, even 
though a lot of people may not realize 
it since he plays in the WAC. But, as 
most Nebraska fans know, the Huskers 
have had their problems stopping great 
passers in the last decade or so. Utah’s 
offense is based on giving Mitchell a 
choice of four or five receivers on each 
play. Nebraska's secondary will have its 
hands full. But, on the other hand, 
Nebraska outclasses Utah, with or 
without Mitchell. Utah’s defense 
couldn't stop Fresno State so I can’t see 
them stopping Nebraska. 

“Nebraska will win this one some- 
where in the neighborhood of 56-24. 
A lot of people may question those 24 
points, but if Mitchell improves the way 
his coach thinks he will before this 
game, it could be an offensive circus, 
like the Nebraska-OSU game of last sea- 
son (a 63-42 Husker win).” 

John Martinez, North Platte Tele- 
graph, North Platte, Neb.: “Dll go 
with Nebraska 49, Utah 13. The 
Huskers are still trying to find a set 
starting lineup after losing 17 of 22 start- 
ers from last year’s team. What this 
means is that all of the Huskers will be 
putting forth their best effort to catch 
Coach Osborne's eye. It also means a 
runaway victory. 

“The game will also give Nebraska’s 
young secondary a chance to go against 
one of the better passers in college foot- 
ball in the form of Mitchell. Nebraska 
will win big and easy at home.” 


r 


Green 


Mike Fuehrer, Norfolk Daily News, 
Norfolk, Neb.: The score will be 
Nebraska 56, Utah 10. The Corn- 
huskers will go after their second 
straight victory after mauling Northern 
Illinois. The Huskers are anxious to im- 
prove on their national ranking and this 
game will be a good chance for them 
to do that. In front of the home crowd, 
the Huskers will win this contest easily.” 

Jeff Shearer, KDUH-TV, Scotts- 
bluff, Neb.: “There's no doubt that the 
Huskers will come out of this game with 
an undefeated record. What's the best 
thing to come out of this game? A real 
test for the Husker secondary. Can 
Nebraska put some heat on talented 
quarterback Scott Mitchell? Those will 
be the two things to watch on defense. 

“Offensively, don’t be surprised to see 
NU put 50 points on the scoreboard. 
Nebraska wins their first two games at 
home and has a full head of steam head- 
ing into the road opener at Minnesota 
next week. Nebraska wins this game 
in a big way, 49-14." 

Jon Ryan, Columbus Daily Tele- 
gram, Columbus, Neb.: “The strength 
of the Cornhuskers’ schedule is obvious- 
ly suspect this year. All of their non- 
conference foes will probably struggle 
to make the .500 mark. 

“Playing on their home field, the 
Huskers should easily handle Utah. 
Utah was rather unimpressive in its 
season-opening loss to Fresno State and 
they won't get a break this weekend 
when it comes to Memorial Stadium, 
where Nebraska has a knack for beat- 
ing up on non-conference foes, especial- 


Martinez 


ly with this year’s schedule. My pick 
is Nebraska 63, Utah 10.” 

Huskers Illustrated: ‘‘Utah invades 
Memorial Stadium with its hopes rest- 
ing on the shoulders of Scott Mitchell. 
While the junior passing sensation may 
give the Huskers some problems, one 
man cannot beat a team like Nebraska. 

“Part II of the Huskers’ non-conferene 
schedule may be as one-sided as its 
predecessor last week. If Kent Wells can 
apply some pressure on Mitchell, then 
Reggie Cooper and friends should not 
have too many problems. As for the 
Husker offense, Ken Clark will continue 
to rack up yardage thanks to Jake Young 
and the line leading the charge against 
the Ute interior. We’ll say Nebraska 
wins it 59-17.” 

Roger Stanton, Football News: 
“First of all, in our system of evaluat- 
ing teams, Nebraska is a Level One 
team, a great team that can make a run 
at the national title. Utah, on the other 


hand, I’d have to say is a Level Three 


Stanton 


or Level Four, which means they basi- 
cally have a winning record and do OK 
in their conference, but that’s about all. 
In fact, Utah didn’t even have a winning 
record in its conference last year. Some 


programs are happy with a 6-5 mark — 
like Utah had last year — but that just 
illustrates that they are obviously out of 
Nebraska’s league. 

“Of course, Mitchell is a great quar- 
terback, but he did lose the majority of 
his top receivers from last year. Some- 
times it hurts to lose those people, but 
Utah is a team that generally will reload 
with capable, if not spectacular, pass 
catchers. Still, they just won't be enough 
to give Nebraska any trouble. Nebras- 
ka should take Utah by five or six 
touchdowns. 

Editor’s note: Stanton and the Foot- 
ball News staff have made a special 
offer to Huskers Illustrated subscribers, 
who can receive a free copy of that pub- 
lication’s preseason college football 
yearbook in which Tom Osborne is fea- 
tured in an in-depth interview. To get the 
complimentary copy, subscribers should 
call 1-800-521-8808 and ask for Karen. 
Simply identify yourself as a Huskers II- 
lustrated subscriber when you call. @ 


FIRST CLASS ALL THE WAY. 


When regular or unexpected travel plans arise let 
Uniglobe Premier Travel and Werner Aviation solve 
your business and vacation problems. We're your 


As a full service travel agency, Uniglobe can charter 
you a flight through Werner Aviation, or book you ona 
regularly scheduled airline. You'll enjoy first class 


accommodations either way. 


single-source for all your travel needs. 
Call us today for all your business and vacation plans. 
We're Your Partners in Travel. 


2S Mat Mr 
——— SIVUIFIT ION, TL. 


12916 Millard Airport Plaza @ Omaha, Nebraska 68137 
(402) 895-3500 


Premier Travel, Inc. 


12916 Millard Airport Plaza @ Suite 100 © Omaha, Nebraska 68137 
(402) 896-9242 


Each agency independently owned and operated. 


Huskers Illustrated 29 


Utah 


One player does not a football team 
make. But in analyzing Utah, you’ve got 
to begin with Scott Mitchell. 

The 6-6, 235-pound junior from 
Springville, Utah, ranks among the na- 
tion’s best quarterbacks. And for good 
reason. 

The big left-hander led Division I of 
the NCAA in total offense and passing 
yardage last season, completing 323 of 
533 passes (60.6 percent) for 4,322 
yards and 29 touchdowns. During his 
two seasons in Salt Lake City, Mitchell 
already has set 10 NCAA records, five 
Western Athletic Conference records 
and 24 school records, including career 
passing and total offense yardage. 

Mitchell was voted the WAC Offen- 
sive Player of the Year by league media 
representatives and was one of 12 
finalists for the Davey O’Brien Award, 
presented to the nation’s best quarter- 
back. As a sophomore. 

“Scott's the guy who makes the 
offense go,’ Utah coach Jim Fassel says, 
underscoring the obvious. 

Despite his considerable talents, 
however, Mitchell is dependent on those 
around him, which means receivers like 
senior tight end Dennis Smith, an all- 
conference selection last season. 

The 6-0, 223-pound Smith caught 51 
passes for 726 yards and four TDs. 

Cedric Riles, a 6-0, 190-pound junior, 
caught only Il passes, but he averaged 
nearly 18 yards each time he did. 

Mitchell lost his favorite targets, Carl 
Harry and Aaron Grimm, to graduation. 
Between them, Harry and Grimm 
caught 120 passes. 

An effective passer also must rely on 
his ball carriers to alleviate some of the 
pass rush pressure. Graduation hit the 
Utes there, too, with the departure of the 
school’s all-time leading rusher, Eddie 
Johnson. 

Clifton Smith, a 6-0, 216-pound junior 
who missed all but the first game last 
season with a knee injury, and Rod 
Wells, a 5-6, 190-pound sophomore who 
spent last season on a church mission, 
are handling the running duties. 

Mitchell also needs protection, and 
that’s provided by a line in which six of 


SCOUTING REPORT 
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Ute 


Mitchell 


the top 10 interior linemen return from 
a year ago, including 6-3, 258-pound 
senior center Jeff Parson, a two-year 
starter and three-year letterman. 

Two other interior starters return. 

The Utes have had some problems 
defensively, as indicated by last season's 
loss to Air Force and a 61-18 defeat by 
Wyoming a week later. 

But Utah lost only two defensive start- 
ers from a year ago, which means the 
Utes are more experienced there. 

Garland Harris, a 6-0, 207-pound, 
senior middle linebacker from Port 
Hueneme, Calif., is Utah’s most promi- 
nent defender. Last season, Harris was 
credited with 102 tackles, including 70 
unassisted, and eight for losses of 23 
yards. 

Another notable Ute defender is 
sophomore LaVon Edwards, who was 
chosen second-team all-conference, not 
only for his defensive play but also for 
his skill as a kick returner. 

The Utah sports information office 
describes the 5-10, 165-pound Edwards 
as “one of the most exciting return 
specialists ever to compete at Utah.” 

Strengths: Obviously, the passing 
arm of Mitchell and the kick returning 
of Edwards will be concerns. 

Mitchell directed the Utes to four con- 
secutive victories to finish last season, 
including 57-28 over arch-rival Brigham 
Young. When he’s hot, and has time to 
find receivers, look out. 


The strength of the defense is line- 
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backing, headed by Harris. 

Weaknesses: Utah’s defense isn’t as 
stingy as its offense is prolific. 

The Utes also lost much of their run- 
ning and receiving corps. 

Utah has some quality first-team play- 
ers, but the Utes lack depth. 

Key matchup: Nebraska’s pass rush 
and secondary will be tested by Mitch- 
ell. The Cornhuskers have only a week 
to adjust to Mitchell’s drop-back style, 
after having to deal with Northern II- 
linois’ run-oriented Wishbone. 

Statistically: Mitchell rewrites his 
school’s record book just about every 
time he completes a pass. And yet, he 
was intercepted only 15 times last 
season. 

Players to watch: Again, Mitchell. 
who wears jersey No. 19; cornerback 
Edwards, who also led the WAC in in- 
terceptions (with six for 74 yards in 
returns); tight end Smith; and middle 
linebacker Harris. Bob Bonifacio, a 
strong safety, and Frank Bonifacio, a 
linebacker, are twins. 

Last week: Utah beat Utah State 
45-10. 

Next week: The Utes must play 
another rugged opponent on the road, 
Hawaii. @ 


Nebraska vs. Utah 


When: Saturday, Sept. 16, 1:30 
p.m. 

Where: Memorial Stadium, 
Lincoln 

Media coverage: Live broadcast 
on the Nebraska Football Network. 

Utes facts: Utah returns 14 start- 
ers, including five on offense, eight 
on defense and one specialist. 
Coach — Jim Fassel, 40, is in his 
fifth season with the Utes, begin- 
ning it with a 21-25 record (also his 
career mark). School Colors — 
Crimson and White. Nickname — 
Utes. Enrollment — 24,721. Confer- 
ence — Western Athletic. Basic 
Offense — Multiple. Basic Defense 
— College 4-3. 

The Series: Utah is winless in 
two games against Nebraska, losing 
to the Cornhuskers 31-0 in 1968 
and 55-9 in 1980. Both games were 
in Lincoln. 
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A Satisfying Win 


Coach Tom Osborne: “Everybody 
was getting a little anxious before half- 
time. I hadn’t seen those kind of mis- 
takes in the last couple of scrimmages. 

“You've got to give Northern Illinois 
a lot of credit. They have a good team. 
They should win a lot of football games 
this year. 

“This game was probably a better 
game for us, although it was a little 
harder on our nerves. Overall, we were 
satisfied. 

“When we got down to 80-90 play- 
ers, we got a little sloppy on offense. 
Defensively, it didn’t matter who we put 
in — they played pretty well. 

“Gdowski played pretty well. He had 
that one interception and a pitch that was 
a little off the mark, but other than that 
he had a good game for us. 

“The start of the second half was real- 
ly important to get us back on track. 
Other than just not hanging onto the 
football, they played OK. 

“We have to have Erik Wiegert grow 
up in a hurry.” 

Defensive coordinator Charlie 
McBride: “The thing that bothered me 
the most was we didn’t get any tur- 
novers, except the interception. Defen- 
sively, you have to get more turnovers. 

“Their quarterback really took care 
of the football. I was pretty impressed 
with him. I was more impressed with 
how they threw the ball better than I 
thought I would be. 

“At first, the defensive line wasn’t get- 
ting off the ball. They were hesitating, 
hanging around. 

“The guys in the secondary made 
some mistakes — not a rash of them. 
It seemed like they were poised. Start- 
ing out against a Wishbone, it’s tough 
on the defensive backs. 

“Each defense has different assign- 
ments. All the options have different 
responsibilities. You’re doubling your 
money on everything. 

“When the play starts out, you don’t 
know exactly where you’re going to go. 
That’s why the Wishbone is strictly a 
discipline defense. 

“Pettibone did a good job. They’re not 
a bad football team. They’re just sad- 
dled with the depth problem. Jerry did 


a good job of preparing. He knew what 
to prepare them for. 

“Tm really pleased with the young 
guys who came in the game later and 
played. There’s going to be a time when 
some guys are going to get injured, so 
it was good to get these younger guys 
some time. 

“No dime. We didn’t even work on it. 


CORNHUSKER 2-DEEP 


OFFENSE 

SE 19 Morgan Gregory 
Chip Bahe 

LT Tom Punt 
Terry Eyman 
Jim Wanek 
Will Shields 
Jake Young 
David Edeal 
John Roschal 
Bill Bobbora 
Erik Wiegert 270 so. 
Brian Boerboom 285 so. 
Monte Kratzenstein 6-4 225 sr. 
William Washington 6-2 245 fr. 
Gerry Gdowski 6-0 190 sr. 
Mickey Joseph 5-11 175 so. 
Bryan Carpenter 5-10 205 jr. 
Sam Schmidt 6-1 225 sr. 
Ken Clark 5-10 200 sr. 
Leodis Flowers 200 so. 
Richard Bell 205 sr. 
Nate Turner 220 so. 

44 Gregg Barrios 180 jr. 


DEFENSE 

OLB 42 Jeff Mills 
Travis Hill 

LT Joe Sims 
Ray Valladao 

NG Mike Murray 
Pat Engelbert 

RT Kent Wells 
Brian Brown 
Mike Croel 
David White 
Mike Petko 
Randall Jobman 
Pat Tyrance 
Chris Caliendo 
Bruce Pickens 
Jon Crippen 
Tahaun Lewis 
Tyrone Legette 
Reggie Cooper 
Curtis Cotton 6-1 195 so. 
Marvin Sanders 5-11 190 sr. 
Tyrone Byrd 5-11 170 fr. 
Mike Stigge 61 190 fr. 


190 sr. 
170 sr. 
285 jr. 
265 jr. 
255 jr. 
245 fr. 
270 sr. 
285 jr. 
250 jr. 
265 sr. 


235 sr. 
230 fr. 
285 jr. 
255 sr. 
5-10 240 sr. 
245 so. 
280 sr. 
255 so. 
225 jr. 
225 fr. 
225 so. 
235 sr. 
240 jr. 
240 sr. 
190 jr. 


Against Utah we may play all dime. 

“The play that bothered me the most 
was when we stood around on the touch- 
down play. After that, I think everybody 
kind of woke up. 

“The first half, we weren't too excit- 
ed about the 17 points. It’s just a matter 
of finding out. Our kids just decided 
we're probably not playing very great. 

“A couple of penalties were our fault. 
Right now, we probably don’t need to 
stop practicing.” 


UTE 2-DEEP 


OFFENSE 


WR 29 Mike Connaughton 5-10 187 
12 Bryan Rowley 5-10 175 
QT 75 Grayland Williams 6-2 271 
71 Brian Anderson 6-5 256 
QG 65 Ryan Bullett 251 
73 Jesse Moore 253 
C 58 Jeff Parson 258 
53 John Anderson 256 
SG 70 Todd Eldredge 252 
62 Chad Pascua 254 
ST 78 Mike Murry 256 
72 Russ Dailey 255 
TE 80 Dennis Smith 223 
83 Steve Peters 216 
QB 19 Scott Mitchell 23) 
7 Mike Richmond 193 
RB 31 Steve Abrams 196 
30 Clifton Smith 216 
FB 5 Steve Sigloch 205 
28 Phil Echols 195 
WR 2 Darrel Hicks 148 
3 Sean Williams 155 
K 6 Wayne Lammle 200 


DEFENSE 


LE 95 Brent O’Brien 
82 Tom McNitt 
iT Sam Tausinga 
James McKenna 
RT Greg Reynolds 
Randy Aldridge 
Joe Clausi 
Dave Chaytors 
Frank Bonifacio 
Howard Reeve 
Garland Harris 
Kava Afu 
Darren Patterson 
Daren Castain 
Manny Saiz 174 
LaVon Edwards 5-10 180 
Bob Bonifacio 6-2 185 
Emanuel Powell 5-11 180 
18 Derrick Odum 5-10 162 
Mike Edwards 6-0 195 
23 Sean Knox 5-9 178 
21 Pat Kennedy 5-8 180 
7 Wayne Lammle 6-4 200 
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215 
237 
268 
258 
238 
255 
230 
232 
210 
215 
207 
236 
2 

186 
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Cornhusker receivers coach Ron 
Brown directed a week-long camp for 
some 30 youngsters at Lincoln’s North- 
east YMCA in late June. The purpose 
of the camp was “‘to show these kids it’s 
cool to be a Christian,” says Brown. 

“It’s not popular, but it’s cool.” 

The camp’s activities focused on ath- 
letics, academics and attitudes, and “we 
wanted the kids to take a Christian per- 
spective in all three areas,” Brown says. 

““We believe God can make a differ- 
ence in people’s lives.” 

The children, most of them between 
the ages of 10 and 15, were carefully 
selected from neighborhoods through- 
out Lincoln to ensure a mix of races and 
backgrounds. That way, Brown and 
those who worked with him on the 
project could “break down the barriers.” 

The camp was free to the youngsters. 

Brown says his love of children can 
be traced to his own childhood. 

He was adopted from a foundling pro- 
gram for blacks and Hispanics in New 
York City, by a Massachusetts couple, 
an experience that obviously had a pro- 
found effect on him. 

“Someone gave me a chance,” says 
Brown. And now he wants to do the 
same for others, especially children. 

“If we can reach them at an early 
enough age, there’s a chance for 
change,” Brown says. 

Fullback Lance Lewis, a sophomore 
from Scott City, Kan., is not expected 
to play this season because of a recur- 
rent neck injury. Lewis was unable to 
begin fall camp because of the injury. 

Lewis might have been redshirted, 
anyway. “But it would have been nice 
to have him out here healthy, ready to 
go, and have the opportunity to make 
that decision after the scrimmages,” 
Coach Tom Osborne said. 

According to Osborne, Lewis is “as 
talented as any of the fullbacks, if not 
more. He’s got a lot of tools.” 

The neck problem apparently began 
while Lewis was in high school and 
bothered him last spring. 

“He thought it would get better over 
the summer,” said Osborne. 

But it didn't. 

The week prior to the opener 
against Northern Illinois, Osborne an- 
nounced that four walkons had been 
awarded scholarships: punter Mike 
Stigge, a redshirt freshman from 


CONFIDENTIALLY 


Washington, Kan.; center David Edeal, 
a junior from Loomis, Neb.; outside 
linebacker Dan Svehla, a junior from 
Clarkson, Neb.; and starting tight end 
Monte Kratzenstein, a senior from 
Gothenburg, Neb. : 

Stigge caught the eye of kickers 
coach Dan Young. ‘‘We’re pleased with 
his consistency,” Young says. 

Stigge’s emergence was particularly 
important because highly regarded 
freshman kicker Byron Bennett, a 
scholarship recruit from Rowlett, Texas, 
suffered a season-ending knee injury in 
late August. 

Walkon Tom Janky, a junior kicker 
from Chapman, Neb., suffered an in- 
jury similar to Bennett’s during the 
spring game and was lost for the season. 

Quarterback Gerry Gdowski, in- 
side linebacker Randall Jobman, outside 
linebacker Jeff Mills and offensive tack- 
le Doug Glaser were voted team cap- 
tains for 1989, 

Glaser and senior center Jake 
Young were included on the Playboy 
magazine All-America team, presented 
in the Septemeber issue. 

They were flown to Miami Beach in 
May for a team photo session. 

At 6-7 and 290 pounds, Glaser was 
readily recognizable in the group. He 
and Kentucky’s 6-7, 300-pound Mike 
Pfeifer, also an offensive tackle, were 
among the team’s biggest. 

The big guys befriended one another, 
according to Glaser. He and Young, who 
is 6-4 and 270, spent much of the 
weekend with Dennis Brown, a 6-4, 
300-pound defensive tackle from 
Washington, and Pat Crowley, a 6-3, 
280-pound offensive guard from North 
Carolina. 

The experience helped confirm what 
Glaser already knew, that Nebraska is 
well-respected around the country. 

“It was weird. It seemed like every- 
body wanted to know: ‘How is it to play 
at Nebraska?’ Everybody looks up to 
Nebraska,” says Glaser. ‘‘And those 
guys were All-Americans.” 

The respect the Cornhuskers enjoy 
can be seen in the preseason ratings 
each fall, too. According to Osborne, 
“We could probably have all freshmen 
here and still get rated pretty high.” 

Osborne is again voting in the Unit- 
ed Press International Top 20 poll. 

Nebraska 1989 football media guide 
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features I-back Ken Clark on its cover. 
Clark is referred to as a “Heisman 
Trophy candidate.” 

Scholarship freshman Marvin Cal- 
lies from East Bernard, Texas, came to 
Nebraska as a quarterback and became 
an I-back. Callies started at I-back in the 
junior varsity’s opening 23-23 tie with 
Snow Junior College, gaining 130 yards 
on 22 carries and scoring one touch- 
down on an 82-yard run. 

George Achola, a redshirt sopho- 
more I-back from Omaha Creighton 
Prep, suffered a broken right leg in the 
final scrimmage of fall camp and is ex- 
pected to miss the season. 

“It’s really a tough deal because Ge- 
orge has had his redshirt year,’ Osborne 
said. Achola had been projected at No. 
3 going into the opener. 

Junior kicker Gregg Barrios was 
married to Shari Pleskac of Omaha on 
Labor Day weekend and missed the 
Huskers’ final major scrimmage. 

Barrios’ wedding caused Osborne to 
recall the story of a Cornhusker foot- 
ball player who was married in Decem- 
ber at Memorial Stadium. 

“He got married right under the goal 
posts, with the idea that the bowl game 
was going to be his honeymoon. Then 
we left the guy home from the bowl,” 
Osborne said. ‘‘He wasn’t an ideal 
citizen, so we ruined his honeymoon.” 

Cleveland Browns coach Bud Car- 
son on former Cornhusker I-back Keith 
Jones, now with the Browns: ‘You've 
got to say we found a ball carrier we 
didn’t know we had. He opened a lot of 
eyes, including mine and a couple of 
other coaches on this staff.” 

Jones was slated to start in the 
Browns’ season-opener. 

Four freshmen suited up for Neb- 
raska’s opener against Northern Illinois: 
scholarship recruits Will Shields, an 
offensive guard, and John Reece, a cor- 
nerback; and walkons Matt Penland, an 
inside linebacker, and Mike Heins, a 
cornerback. Penland, who's from Jack- 
sonville, Fla., intercepted a pass and 
returned it 66 yards for a touchdown in 
the junior varsity’s opening game tie 
with Snow JC. 

Shields, who went into the opener 
against Northern Illinois second-team, 
is “probably better than we anticipated,” 
says Milt Tenopir, a Cornhusker offen- 
sive line coach. @ 
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NAME 


Gerald Armstrong 
Jason Baker 
Ryan Barry 
Richard Bollen 
Kevin Bousquet 
John Butala 
Marvin Callies 
Jerry Charles 
Zeke Cisco 
Silas Cleveland 
Bob Cook 

Joel Cornwell 
Faron Davison 
Brad Decker 
Chris Demuth 
Brian Dunlavy 
Bart Eckhout 
Brent Ehlers 
Corey Fairbanks 
David Fiala 
Chris Fleischman 
Greg Fletcher 
Tim Friedrichsen 
Bart Furrow 
Lance Gray 
Mike Heins 
Todd Heyne 
J.R. Hike 

Chad Hunter 
Todd Hurt 

Jerry Irons 

Dan Johnson 
Sean Johnson 
Tim Kehret 
Chris Lambert 
Jeff Lang 

Lance Larson 
Jason Licht 
Jeff Lindquist 
Lance Lundberg 
David Mahalek 
Mike Mapes 
Shane McClanahan 
Ken Mehlin 
Jason Mez 
Bruce Moore 
Matt Penland 
Aaron Pieper 
Allen Pommier 
Vernon Powell 
Jim Prevette 
Travis Rader 
Kevin Ramaekers 
Greg Salvo 

Eric Schepers 
Dean Schneider 
David Seizys 
Pat Specht 
James Stephens 
Mark Stisser 

R. Washington 
Jason Wentz 
Austin Wertz 
Jamie Weyers 
Bob Wilkerson 
Daren Williams 
Tyler Zahn 


1989 NEBRASKA JV ROSTER 
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(All Classifications Are Freshman) 
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WEIGHT 


194 
203 
207 
184 
175 
298 
197 
269 
194 
220 
180 
173 


HOME TOWN 


Ponca, Neb. 
Lincoln, Neb. 
Malmo, Neb. 
Indianapolis, Ind. 
Valparaiso, Neb. 
Enfield, Conn. 
East Bernard, Texas 
Mead, Neb. 
Monroe, Mich. 
Winnebago, Neb. 
Omaha, Neb. 
Carrollton, Mo. 
Carson, Calif. 
Tilden, Neb. 
Seward, Neb. 
Buffalo Grove, Ill. 
Ambhurst, Neb. 
Norfolk, Neb. 
Littleton, Colo. 
Seward, Neb. 
Tekamah, Neb. 
Oxford, Neb. 
Norfolk, Neb. 

Ft. Collins, Colo. 
Owego, NY. 
David City, Neb. 
Boulder City, Nev. 
Bellevue, Neb. 
Garland, Texas 
Ralston, Neb. 
Woodlands, Texas 
Elkhorn, Neb. 
Timmonsville, S.C. 
Valparaiso, Ind. 
Ventura, Calif. 
Papillion, Neb. 
Moorhead, Minn. 
Yuma, Colo. 
Seward, Neb. 
Wausa, Neb. 
Kearney, Neb. 
North Platte, Neb. 
Oakland, lowa 
Humbolat, Neb. 
Falls City, Neb. 
York, Neb. 
Jacksonville, Fla. 
DeWitt, Neb. 
Chicago, Ill. 

East St. Louis, Ill. 
Hastings, Neb. 
Brock, Neb. 
Norfolk, Neb. 
Omaha, Neb. 
Fairmont, Neb. 
Inman, Neb. 
Seward, Neb. 
Yankton, S.D. 
Stanton, lowa 
Hinsdale, Ill. 
Tyler, Texas 

Ord, Neb. 
McClave, Colo. 
Humboldt, Neb. 
Clay Center, Neb. 
Chicago, Ill. 
Syracuse, Neb. 
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By Mike Babcock 


Select Company 


RICH KING AND CLIFFORD SCALES MADE THE 
MOST OF THEIR BIG 8 SELECT TEAM EXPERIENCE. 


Boys will be boys, which is why Rich 
King ruined a camera during his trip to 
Australia with the Big Eight Conference 
Select Basketball Team. 

To make a long story short, King and 
Oklahoma State’s Darwyn Alexander 
were strolling along a beach near 
Brisbane, looking for nude bathers. 

Alexander was the first to spy some 
skantily clad — though not nude — 
female bathers, from a distance, and in 
the ensuing excitement, fell into King, 
who dropped his camera in the sand. Or 
so one version of the story goes. 

“Sand got in the gears,” King says 
with a smile as he recounts the 
experience. “I can hear something 
grating inside the camera.” 

Oh well. King and Nebraska 
teammate Clifford Scales weren’t in 
Australia shooting photographs for the 
Sports Illustrated swimsuit issue. 

And the trip wasn’t primarily for 
sightseeing, though there was plenty of 
time set aside for that by head coach Roy 
Williams of Kansas. 

The trip was “‘perfect,” according to 
Scales, who gained valuable experience 
playing point guard. 

“Tt was really positive,’ says King. 

For the second consecutive summer, 
the Big Eight sponsored the team, which 
won three of nine games against 
Australian professional teams. 

Nebraska and Kansas were the only 
schools to have two representatives on 
the 12-player team. 

They began as strangers. The first day 
of practice, in a steamy gymnasium at 
Lawrence, Kan., High School, 
“everyone was looking around at each 
other out of the corner of their eye,” 
King says. “There wasn’t a lot of 
talking.” 

But by the end of the trip, “I could 
call everyone on the team my friend.” 


King (25) found that competitive 
tension melted away. 


Conference rivalries were set aside. 

“T thought we'd all go our separate 
ways. But we became a team,” says 
Scales, who shared the point guard 
responsibilities with Alexander. 

Williams required that players share 
rooms with someone different each time 
they checked into a new hotel. 

So Scales and King spent more time 
together on the court than off. 

The bottom line, the reason for the 
trip, of course, was that on-court 
experience. Scales was able to play the 


point, a position at which Cornhusker 
coach Danny Nee is looking for help 
following the loss of Eric Johnson. 

Before leaving, Nee told Scales what 
he’d like so see Scales do. 

“T want you to go to Coach Williams 
and tell him that you want to be the point 
guard,” Nee said. 

“No problem,” said Scales. 

As it turns out, Scales didn’t have to 
say anything to Williams, who had 
already decided he and Alexander would 
be the team’s point guards. 

“Tt took time to get adjusted, but I 
played the point 95 percent of the time 
on the trip, and now I feel real 
comfortable there,’ Scales says. *‘I think 
I progressed every game. 

“Before, I was fighting it.” 

Nee had pre-trip advice for King, too. 

“He wanted me to impress Coach 
Williams as far as running the floor,” 
says King, the team’s leading scorer in 
two of the three victories. 

Nee told King to be in the best shape 
possible when the team assembled in 
Lawrence. “You can control showing up 
in better condition than the other 
players,” Nee said. 

King worked hard and thought he was 
in good shape for that first practice at 
Lawrence High. But “it must have been 
150 degrees in there,” he says. 

And afterward, “we were all just 
laying around the hotel. Nobody was in 
as good of shape as they thought.” 

King also had specific things to work 
on during the trip, “weaknesses, like 
staying out of foul trouble.” which he 
did. King was called for the fewest 
personal fouls of anyone on the team, 
only 12, and never fouled out. 

King, like Scales, was a little 
surprised by the camaraderie so quickly 
established between the players. 

The Nebraska-Missouri rivalry, 
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Husker Hoops 


which has gotten heated at times in 
recent seasons, didn’t have a negative 
effect on the two Cornhuskers’ 
relationship to Missouri’s Nathan 
Buntin. 

If Buntin is typical, the Tigers “are 
nice guys, too,” says King. 

Buntin led the team in scoring, 
averaging 13.5 points per game. King 
ranked fourth in scoring, with a 12.1 
points-per-game average, and was third 
in rebounding, averaging six a game. 

King came away from the trip with 
additional respect for the players against 
whom he’ll compete this conference 
season. 

Alexander, who led the team in steals 
and assists, ‘‘was the biggest surprise 
because he’s so overshadowed by 
Richard Dumas and Byron Houston. He 
(Alexander) gets lost in the shuffle,” 
says King. 

Playing for Williams also was 
beneficial, according to both King and 
Scales. “It was interesting to learn a new 


system and see how hard other coaches 
work you,” King says. 

“Coach Williams helped me out a 
lot,” says Scales. “I felt like I was 
learning (point guard) from one of the 
best coaches in the country. You always 
think of the other guys as being the 
enemy, so it was like, Coach Williams 
was giving secrets to the enemy.” 

Williams, a former assistant to Dean 
Smith at North Carolina, also regaled 
Scales with stories of former Tar Heel 
All-American Michael Jordan. 

Scales, who’s from the Chicago area, 
is a Jordan fan, going so far as to request 
the same jersey number, 23. 

Williams ‘had a million Jordan 
stories,’ says Scales. “It was great. The 
trips were long, so I'd ask him about 
Jordan. He was more than willing to tell 
stories. And I was more than willing to 
listen to them.” 

For his coaching, as well as the 
stories, Williams earned Scales’ respect. 
After the final game against Sydney, a 


111-103 loss, Scales told Williams: ““Now 
we're enemies again.” 

They both smiled. 

The trip to Australia wasn’t new to 
King and Scales, who traveled there 
with their Cornhusker teammates for an 
exhibition tour two summers ago. But 
neither considered turning down the 
opportunity to go again. 

“It was an honor, and I wanted to be 
part of something I knew I might never 
be able to do again,” Scales says. 

“Coach Williams told us we should 
be proud of the talents that gave us the 
opportunity to go to Australia. He asked 
how many people did we know who 
could afford a trip like that.” 

Actually, returning to Australia was a 
major reason King was willing to give 
up part of his summer vacation. 

“If it hadn’t been Australia, if it had 
been a place with a different language 
and different food, I probably wouldn’t 
have gone,” he says. 

But whether or not he had made the 
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Australia trip, King would have worked 
hard on basketball because he realizes 
“T have to be better prepared (for his 
junior season), no doubt about it, with 
the things I want to do in my life and 
my (basketball) career. 

“It’s going so quickly,’ King says. 
“When I was a freshman, I thought that 
I had plenty of time. And now it’s al- 
ready half over.” 

King still must improve if he’s to ac- 
complish what everyone expected when 
he arrived from Omaha Burke. 

“I want individual success,” King 
says. ‘‘But I also want team success. It’s 
like we’ve got a fast car but the wheels 
are spinning, and we’ve got to get it out 
on the pavement. 

“Everyone’s sick of losing. But it’s 
easy to say that, because I said the same 
thing last season, too. I had the right at- 
titude, but I didn’t take action. I looked 
at basketball as being four months away 
(in the summer). 

‘Now, if it started tomorrow, I think 
I'd be ready for it.” 

One reason, of course, is his having 
played for the Big Eight team. 

“That really opened my eyes,” King 
says. “Our players are just as good as 
they were. But our players may not be 
used to winning. We’ve got the talent, 
but it’s more than talent. We need the 
confidence and the work ethic.” 

Scales and Colorado’s Shaun Vandiver 
met Scott Wilke, a former Colorado 
basketball player, at a McDonald’s 
restaurant in Brisbane. 

Wilke, who was playing profession- 
ally in Australia, directed the Big Eight 
Select Team to the nude beaches. 

Scales smiles at the recollection. 

“I don’t think we saw any nude 
bathers until about 10 or 15 minutes af- 
ter Rich dropped his camera in the 
sand,” Scales says. 

“But I’m sure I still got some good 
pictures if the film is OK,” says King, 
who has yet to take the film in to be de- 
veloped. 

In any case, that was a secondary con- 
sideration for both of them. 

Making new friends, seeing things 
they missed when they were in Austra- 
lia before, all that was great. 

But “I went on the trip to play basket- 
ball,” Scales says. 

And that’s what he did. @ 
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Much worse, actually. 

Actually, the Nebraska junior 
varsity’s 23-23 tie with Snow Junior 
College (Sept. 2 in Lincoln) in its 
opener wasn’t all that bad — compared 
to the alternative. 

And the alternative — a three-point 
loss to the visitors from Ephraim, Utah 
— seemed highly likely with just nine 
seconds left in the game and Snow kick- 
er Eric Harbison in to try a 31-yard field 
goal. 

Fortunately for Nebraska, Harbison’s 
kick sailed wide left. 

It was the first tie in Nebraska JV 
football history. Since 1956, the JV 
record stands at 113-I5-1, for an .880 
winning percentage. 

Afterward, Nebraska junior varsity 
coach Shane Thorell had mixed feelings 
about his team’s 0-0-1 record. 

“You're never really happy with a tie,” 
offered Thorell. ‘‘But at the same time, 
it’s better than a loss.” 

The miss by Harbison came three 
plays after Nebraska’s Pat Specht (from 
Yankton, S.D.) was forced to punt on the 
run (for a loss of 27 yards) following a 
low snap. 

Snow took over at Nebraska’s 19, then 


| could have been worse. 


THE JVs TOOK ON 
POWERFUL SNOW 
JUNIOR COLLEGE 
AND ESCAPED 
WITH A TIE 


By Dirk Maley 


LB Jim Prevette (above) of 
Hastings collars Snow RB 
Cedric Miller. 
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proceeded to gain 5 yards on two rush- 
ing attempts. At that point, the Badgers 
called their final timeout and sent in 
Harbison to kick what could have been 
the winning field goal. 

The Junior Huskers then used a 
timeout, giving the visitors a little ex- 
tra time to sweat about the kick. 

Next came the snap, followed by the 
errant kick, followed by jubilation 
among the over 7,000 fans. 

That’s not a bad outcome, consider- 
ing Snow is a junior college power, hav- 
ing won the 1985 national title. Despite 
slipping slightly in 1988 by their stan- 
dards, the Badgers are expected to have 
a good team this fall. 

Nebraska also had to battle without 
nine scholarship players who had been 
practicing with the Husker varsity. 
Those players were: linebacker Trev Al- 
berts (Cedar Falls, Iowa), linebacker 
Mike Anderson (Grand Island, Neb.), 
linebacker Troy Branch (Camden, N.J.), 
cornerback Lorenzo Brinkley (St. 
Louis, Mo.), noseguard Mike Jefferson 
(Rowlett, Texas), defensive tackle David 
Noonan (Lincoln), cornerback John 
Reece (Houston), offensive lineman 
Will Shields (Lawton, Okla.) and tight 
end Billy Wade (Houston). 


The Nebraska frosh also are without 
the services of scholarship kicker By- 
ron Bennett (Rowlett, Texas), out for the 
season with a torn anterior cruciate 
ligament. 

Still, that doesn’t mean Thorell is 
without talented players. 

He still had the following 1989 
scholarship freshmen at his disposal: 
quarterback/I-back Marvin Callies 
(East Bernard, Texas), offensive guard 
Bart Furrow (Ft. Collins, Colo.), strong 
safety Chad Hunter (Garland, Texas), 
noseguard Jerry Irons (Woodlands, 
Texas), offensive tackle Lance Larson 
(Moorhead, Minn.), offensive tackle 
Lance Lundberg (Wausa, Neb.), wing- 
back Vernon Powell (East St. Louis, III.) 
and linebacker Darren Williams 
(Chicago). 

In addition, Thorell is enjoying the 
services of highly touted scholarship 
players Robert Hicks (defensive back, 
Los Angeles) and Kevin Ramaekers 
(defensive tackle, Norfolk, Neb.) 

And as always, the Huskers are load- 
ed with Grade-A walkons: players like 
linebacker Matt Penland of Jacksonville, 
Fla., who intercepted a pass against SJC 
and returned it 66 yards for a score; and 
tight end Chris Fleischman of Tekamah, 
Neb., who scored Nebraska’s first 
touchdown of the season on a 10-yard 
pass from quarterback Joel Cornwell of 
Carrolltown, Mo. 

Thorell was also impressed with the 
play of several other walkons, including 
fullback Brian Dunlavy of Buffalo 
Grove, Ill., outside linebacker Greg 
Fletcher of Oxford, Neb., cornerback 
Mike Heins of David City, Neb., defen- 
sive tackle Bruce Moore of York, Neb., 
and outside linebacker Brad Reilly of 
Elkhorn, Neb. 

Against Snow, the Husker defense 
showed signs of brilliance, thanks in 
part to Hicks, Ramaekers, Penland, 
Fletcher, Heins, Moore and numerous 
others. 

In the first half, Hicks intercepted a 
pass at Nebraska’s 19. With 2:35 left in 
the first half, Ramaekers bulled his way 
through Snow’s offensive line to stop 
running back Ului Halaeva for no gain 


on fourth-and-one at Nebraska’s 41. : i 5 : : 
At halftime, the game was tied 7-all. Callies (top, 12) split time at QB and I-Back, while Travis Rader 


Snow’s only touchdown came on a was a full-time fullback. The Junior Huskers (bottom) apply 
63-yard pass from Greg Stevens to Chad pass rush pressure. 
Sevy, who managed to slip behind the 
Nebraska secondary. 
Except for the long TD, the defense 
played great, at least according to Pen- 
land. ‘The defense as a whole played 
really well,” said Penland, who turned 
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down a scholarship offer from Liberty 
University to walk on at Nebraska. 
“The long touchdown was just one of 
those things that happens. You’re going 
to mess up one play out of 80 plays.” 
Nebraska’s defense allowed no such 
long plays in the second half. 
For the game, Nebraska allowed just 


Dodging A Bullet 


254 total yards, the majority of which 
— 210 yards — were accumulated 
through the air. Stevens completed 19 of 
29 passes, yet was interecepted three 
times — once each by Hicks, Penland 
and Heins. 

Penland’s interception, which came at 
the 13:13 mark of the fourth quarter, 
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knotted the score at 23-23. In addition 
to the interception, Penland was credit- 
ed with seven tackles, two for losses 
totaling 9 yards. 

Heins finished with a game-high eight 
tackles, five of them unassisted. 

Like Penland, linebacker Tyler Zahn 
of Syracuse, Neb., made seven tackles. 

Two players — Hicks and Moore — 
finished with six tackles apiece. Irons 
finished with five tackles, while Fletch- 
er, Hunter, Ramaekers, Reilly and Wil- 
liams had four each. Nebraska had one 
sack, turned in by outside linebacker 
Lance Gray of Owego, N.Y. 

“The whole defense played super,” 
said Thorell, now in his third year as 
JV head coach. ‘Overall, the defense 
played really tough, plus they gave us 
a touchdown, which really helped.” 

Snow’s backs found little running 
room up the middle, or around the corn- 
ers for that matter. In fact, the longest 
run from scrimmage for Snow was 16 
yards, and the Badgers finished with 
only 44 yards total on the ground. 

Conversely, the Junior Huskers 
rushed for 113 yards. 

In the game’s most exciting play, Cal- 
lies (then playing I-back) took a pitch 
from Cornwell, headed to his left, broke 
one tackle, changed direction and ran to 
his right for a touchdown. 

That play, coming at 10:29 of the third 
quarter, covered 82 yards and gave 
Nebraska its biggest lead of the game 
at 16-7. Callies gained 130 yards on 22 
rushing attempts but had 49 yards in 
losses, still giving him a game-high 81 
yards rushing. 

Cornwell finished with 12 yards rush- 
ing, while Powell gained 10. Powell led 
Nebraska receivers with four catches for 
52 yards. 

Offensively, Nebraska looked good at 
times. At other times, it sputtered. 

That was due in part to two fumbles 
and three interceptions. Besides 
problems with execution, Nebraska 
found itself in numerous long-yardage 
situations. 

“We couldn’t get our running game 
going like we wanted, and our offense 
is based on the run first,” said Thorell. 
“Then, after we establish the run, we 
like to set up the pass with the play ac- 
tion. But when it’s second-and-long and 
third-and-long, it really puts you in a 
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Junior varsity coaches for 1989 are: (from left) Bill Kucera, offensive 
line; Bill Webber, receivers; Shane Thorell, head coach; Jeff Jamrog, 
linebackers; Dave Schramm, secondary; Steve Stanard, defensive line. 


tough spot. 

“On offense, we need to work on 
better execution and on keeping our 
composure.” 

There were definite bright spots — 
like the play of Callies, who agreed with 
Thorell that Nebraska must do a better 
job on first and second down, thereby 
avoiding third-and-long. 

“We'd like to get 6 or 7 yards on the 
first play,” offered Callies. ““We need to 
work on our execution. That’s probably 
the big thing.” 

Callies was a little winded after the 
game, which was understandable 
considering his heavy workload and the 
long TD run in particular. 

“That play was designed to go to the 
left,’ Callies explained. “And they had 
a lot of pursuit to the left. One guy came 
in really quick, but I managed to get 
away from him and all I could see was 
the right side of the field and it was wide 
open.” 

Penland was also trying to catch his 
breath after the game, which, again, was 
understandable. After all, defensive 
players aren’t used to running 66 yards 
at full speed. 

“Was it that long?” Penland asked of 
his interception return. “I had no idea.” 

Penland wasn’t heavily recruited out 
of high school, mostly because, “I was 
underweight,” he said. ‘I’m about 6-2, 
215.” 


But Penland makes up for his lack of 
bulk by being aggressive. 

“T thought I had a pretty good game,” 
he said. “I did the best I could, but I 
hope to become even a little more 
aggressive out there.” 

According to Ramaekers, Penland 
inspires other through his physical, 
aggressive play. 

“‘Matt’s awesome,” Ramaekers 
explained. “He's great at keeping 
everybody fired up. That’s what I like 
about him. He keeps you going.” 

At times against Snow Junior College, 
the Huskers defense — like Penland — 
was awesome. 

“I was totally impressed with the 
defense, totally impressed,’ said 
Ramaekers. 

So was Callies, who hopes Nebraska's 
offense will be impressive in the next 
outing, set for Monday, Sept. 18 against 
Bethany Junior Varsity. Kickoff is at | 
p.m. at Memorial Stadium. 

Other games on this year’s schedule 
are set for Oct. 6 (in Colorado Springs, 
Colo., vs. the Air Force Academy junior 
varsity), Oct. 20 (in Lincoln vs. Iowa 
Central Junior College) and Nov. 3 (in 
Lincoln vs. Waldorf Junior College). 

Chances for a tie against Bethany 
would appear to be slim, considering 
Nebraska is 3-0 vs. Bethany, with wins 
of 63-0 (in 1979), 55-0 (1987) and 68-0 
(1988). 
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By Pat Quinn 


Best Preps in Nebraska 


oo ae . B nraveling the mysteries of recruit- 
ing attracts the interest of even the 


The Louisiana Connection: Joining Jack Pierce are QB Mickey 


Joseph (2) of Marrero, SS Reggie Cooper (17) of Slidell, OLB David 
White (96) of Gretna and WB Tyrone Hughes of New Orleans. 
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least curious, but there’s no mis- 
taking the importance of in-state recruit- 
ing to the University of Nebraska. At 
least, not to Husker on-campus recruit- 
ing coordinator Dave Gillespie. 

Gillespie answers quickly, “Our pri- 
ority is recruiting in Nebraska. Maybe 
some people don’t believe this because 
of the number of out-of-state prospects 
we sign each year, but that’s a by-pro- 
duct of the imbalance of population in 
the state as compared to, let’s say Texas. 

“In the spring (May), the first move 
we take is to use the entire football staff 
to canvass the state of Nebraska. It’s 
amazing how many schools and coaches 
we contact. And while (offensive line 
coach) Dan Young is permanently as- 
signed to the state, Nebraska is the only 
state in which we invest the time of our 
entire staff.” 

Gillespie and off-campus recruiter 
Jack Pierce agree the Huskers seldom, 
if ever, miss identifying the in-state col- 
lege prospects but Gillespie adds, “But, 
we don’t always get them. I guess we get 
90 to 95 percent of the in-state prospects 
we go after, but we never want to make 
the mistake of taking the Nebraska 
prospects for granted. They're im- 
mensely important to us.” 

Gillespie's opinion of the personal as- 
sessment of any college football recruit 
is shared by almost everybody involved, 
that “you'll have as many different opin- 
ions as the number of people you ask.” 

After a moment of thought, Gillespie 
offers, ‘“‘Maybe this year’s high school 
crop in Nebraska is a little better than 
the last year or two, but at this point it’s 
very subjective. Undoubtedly, some 
players we haven't considered serious- 
ly enough will surface and open our 
eyes, and others might not materialize 
to the point most people expected.” 

The importance of the home-grown 
product can’t be minimized in the Corn- 
husker grid program. On an average, 
four or five players a year are scholar- 
ship recruits at the Lincoln campus. The 


quality of the native prospect was 
reflected in last year’s Orange Bowl 
roster when six Nebraskans held start- 
ing spots and 11 of the alternate starters 
were in-state high school products. 

If you had to apply a mathematical ta- 
ble to this and the average in-state 
scholarship number of was four (of an 
average of 22 scholarships awarded over 
recent seasons), it represents 18 percent 
of the grants tendered. If the Orange 
Bowl roster figures are the mean, then 
36 percent of the 44 starters and alter- 
nate starters were in-state schoolboy 
prospects, which means Nebraska talent 
seems to favorably endure the rigors and 
demands of intercollegiate football. 

“Its no secret our program wouldn't 
be where it is today without our walk- 
on program,” Gillespie claims. ‘This 
year we have one or two, from as far 
way as California and Florida, but 90 
percent of them are Nebraskans. 

“Sure, the name Nebraska is popular 
or at least well known to every high 
school prospect, but the concentrated ef- 
fort we put into our in-state recruiting 
might even be called the foundation of 
our program.” 

It’s verboten for a college recruiting 
coordinator, assistant or head coach to 
be quoted in any form by the media 
when it comes to naming or evaluating 
prospective talent not committed in 
writing to attend the university he 
represents. But, there’s no legal inhibi- 
tions restricting the media, including 
some very industrious recruiting serv- 
ices, to present their opinions and com- 
parisons of the available talent. 

And, for the very reason of the sport’s 
speculative popularity, the public seems 
destined to hang on every word written 
or spoken in these areas. Granted, end- 
less hours of research go into the vari- 
ous stories and summaries presented on 
recruits, but at best, it’s mouth-watering 
speculation, 

Before we continue with printed opin- 
ions from the media, we want to remind 
ourselves that newspapers, radio and tel- 
evision stations direct their efforts to 
naming all-state teams on basis of per- 
formance that particular season, while 
the recruiting publications almost exclu- 
sively tout abilities at the collegiate lev- 
el. There’s merit and staggering interest 
in both. 


NEBRASKA HIGH SCHOOL PROSPECTS 


(Compiled from media sources nationwide.) 


NAME 


* Terry Connealy DT-TE 
* Calvin Jones RB 
* Doug Roper DT 
* Shawn Smith RB 
“ Keith Tooley DT 
Kyle Emsick LB 
Rick Heller Cc 
Jay Herman RB 
Brad Ottis LB 
Ryan Murtaugh LB 
Cory Schlesinger LB 
Jay Spearman TE 
Matt Spethman WR 
Ty Stewart K 
Marvin Washington L 
Zach Wiegert DL 
Joel Wilks OL 
Jason Williams RB 
Rob Zatechka OL 


HT. WT. HIGH SCHOOL 
6-5 230 Hyanhis 
5-11 188 Omaha Central 
6-3 232 Omaha Central 
6-1 180 Lincoln High 
6-2 255 Omaha Central 
5-10 190 Lincoln Southeast 
6-3 245 Omaha Central 
5-9 150 Hyannis 
6-4 210 Fremont Bergan 
6-0 190 Creighton Prep 
6-1 200 Columbus 
6-4 195 Sutton 
5-10 160 Lincoln East 
6-0 170 Omaha Westside 
6-3 260 Omaha North 
6-4 245 Fremont Bergan 
6-3 230 Hastings 
62 195 Creighton Prep 
6-5 255 Lincoln East 


* Alphabetical listing of consensus ‘‘all’’ picks. 


The collective opinions of the recruit- 
ing gurus say Calvin Jones of Omaha 
Central is the top prospect in the state. 
One publication claims he’s among the 
top five running backs in the nation; 
another ranks him among the top 10 in 
this category. Jones is the only Nebras- 
ka schoolboy to be named by every pub- 
lication, but several threw in the caution 
he might have grade problems. 

Central must be salivating for the up- 
coming season. It boasts three of the top 
five prospects in the state and you've got 
to go as far as talent-rich Texas to find 
another high school with four players 
listed in some form on the recruiting 
lists. 

Central’s book-end defensive tackles, 
Doug Roper and Keith Tooley, are 
spoken of in glowing terms. Roper, who 
bench presses 350 pounds and runs a 
4.95 40, is lauded as the fifth-best player 
at any position in the Midlands on one 
list, and among the elite-ll in the Big 
Eight Conference area by another, but 
he, too, could face some academic 
problems. 

Tooley is the first defensive lineman 
in his high school’s history to run on the 
4x100 relay team. This upped his value 


in the eyes of the recruiting publications 
as he joins Jones and Roper on the 
elite-ll in the Big Eight area, and 
another guru put him on the All- 
Midlands team. 

Shawn Smith is ranked the second- 
best running back in Nebraska although 
one publication calls him “a distant se- 
cond behind Jones.” It’s not a condem- 
nation of Smith as much as it’s the 
exuberance felt for Jones. Reports of 
grade problems are diminished some- 
what with a 2.5 GPA, but it hasn’t 
scared off the interest of more than a 
dozen major colleges and universities. 

Terry Connealy of Hyannis hasn't had 
as much ink as tiny teammate Jay Her- 
man, but the major colleges know about 
him. Herman has squirmed for 35 
touchdowns and more than 2,100 yards 
over the past two seasons but Connealy 
is growing to major college proportions 
and has good athletic skills. 

Discrepancies cloud the reports on 
several others. Linebacker Ryan Mur- 
taugh (son of former Husker all- 
conference and Nebraska Hall of Famer 
Jerry Murtaugh) is listed by one paper 
as 6-1, 190, while one guru suggests he’s 
6-1 by 225. If nothing else, he has good 
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Join The Fight! 
Help Knockout Childhood Cancer 


The children of St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital are 
fighting back. Their opponent is childhood cancer, and the 
fight is for life or death. 

In 1962, stricken children had less than a 5 percent 
chance to survive a fight with cancer. But now, thanks to 
the ongoing research at St. Jude, they are surviving at a 
rate of almost 60 percent. 

But St. Jude and the children cannot 
win the fight by themselves. They need 
you in their corner. Please join the fight 
and maybe one day we can deliver the 
knockout punch that 
will end childhood 
cancer forever. 

For more information 
on how you can help 
give cancer a “black 
eye,’ write to St. Jude, 
505 N. Parkway, 
Memphis, TN 38105, 
or call 1-800-238-9100. 

“= - = St. Jude Children’s 


= Research Hospital 


= Danny Thomas, Founder wee Oa 
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Frankly, fitting Huskers with some of the best 
coverage, most competitive rates, and greatest 
service possible can be a fall 
order. American Family Insurance, 
however, makes if look easy, 
because when it comes fo 
customer satisfaction we're 

a giant step ahead. 


If you're looking for auto, home, 
business, health or life insur- 

ance, give us a call. We'll show 
you how you can get a leg up 
on all your insurance needs. 


AMERICAN FAMILY 


AUTO HOME BUSINESS HEALTH LIFE “4 
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Home Office—Madison, Wisconsin 53783 a 
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Recruiting 


bloodlines. 

There’s another Husker legacy in the 
1990 schoolboy crop: Fremont Bergan’s 
Zach Wiegert. His brother Erik is a 
270-pound sophomore on the present 
Husker roster, but Iowa is interested in 
Zach if the Huskers don’t elect to offer 
him an athletic grant. 

The recruiting gurus like to list Lin- 
coln East’s Matt Spethman among their 
leading ‘“‘athletes.”” While only 5-10 by 
160, Spethman is all-state in football and 
basketball and projected as a major col- 
lege wide receiver by three publications. 

Rick Heller of Omaha Central might 
rate consideration, He’s big enough, has 
deep-snap talents and has already cut the 
academic problem with a 19 on the 
ACT. Reportedly, there are several 


High school 
football in 
Nebraska has 
never been better 
or more 

|| entertaining. 


other schools interested in him, too. 
Placement specialist Ty Stewart of 
Omaha Westside may have seen his 
stock rise when Husker rookie kicking 
sensation Byron Bennett needed exten- 
sive corrective knee surgery after an un- 


| common preseason injury. His longest 


field goal is 47 yards and he is on the 
verge of breaking a state high school 
kicking record in the first or second 
game Westside plays this fall. 

One of the most interesting of the 
schoolboy yarns concerns hulking Lin- 
coln East lineman Rob Zatechka. One 
West Coast recruiting publication 
reported Zatechka had shoulder 
problems last year (it went “‘out’’ 20 
times last season), but corrective sur- 
gery supposedly has solved this 
problem. Another plus for Rob — he is 
the class valedictorian. 

There will definitely be surprises 
galore and heartbreaks by the numbers 
in 1989. High school football in Nebras- 
ka has never been better or more enter- 
taining. Take advantage of your Friday 
nights and go form your own opinions 
on the all-staters and stars bound to 
emerge during the autumn season. 
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The Boys of Summer Have 
Turned Into the Men of Autumn 


Excitement, anxiety and anticipation fill signees, like 
John Reece, during their summer before college. 


ast summer, John Reece was 
i pursuing a dream. This sum- 
mer he prepared to make that 

dream a reality. 

The dream was to play Division I 
football. Thanks to a stellar senior year 
at Houston’s Jersey Village High 
School, Reece earned a scholarship to 
Nebraska. As his summer days dwin- 
dled down, his thoughts focused on 
beating the odds and earning some play- 
ing time with the varsity. 

“T was really anxious to get going,” 
Reece said recently. ““The time really 
went slowly since the end of school. But 
I used the time well. I knew I was go- 
ing to be in the best shape possible when 
camp opened.” 

His weekly schedule included the 
Huskers’ strength and conditioning pro- 
gram, and Reece saw the benefits after 
one summer in the program. 

“T’ve been moving my totals up gradu- 
ally. ’'ve got my bench up to 335 and 
my squat to 450. My goal was to be up 
to 350 and 500 by the time I got in 
school,” Reece said. 

A wide reciever as well as a defen- 
sive back in high school, Reece makes 
no bones about his preference of a po- 
sition. 

“T like defense, no doubt about it. I 
like hitting people.” ‘ 

With his blend of size, speed and ag- 
gressiveness, Reece has a chance to earn 
some playing time on the varsity level. 
“T talked to my position coach (George 
Darlington) and he told me they'll be 
looking for guys to fill in as the nickel 
back on third-down situations. He told 
me I'd get a chance if I came to camp 
in shape. I’m striving to make the var- 
sity, so I got in shape,” Reece said. 

In order to get a jump on the compe- 
tition, Reece worked on a series of spe- 
cial drills to improve his footwork. 
“They told me to concentrate on cover- 
ing the deep passes, and the drills I used 
were designed to help me make the right 
breaks on the ball,” he said. 


By Chuck Pool 


Reece, the oldest of two children, 
comes by his athletic ability naturally. 


His father, John Jr., was an all- 
conference halfback for Steven F. Austin 
in the early ’70s. 

With his father’s background as a col- 
lege athlete, Reece might feel a certain 
amount of pressure to go his dad one 
better. But that pressure doesn’t come 
from his father. 

“This (gaining a Division I scholar- 
ship) is something he wanted for a long 
time,” John Jr. said. “I never had to 


push him. In all of our talks before we 
took him up to Lincoln, I just tried to 
stress to him that all his mother and I 
wanted was for him to do his best. He 
knows there will be a lot of players with 
the same basic skills, and what will de- 
termine which ones play is who has the 
desire to work hard.” 

Football isn’t the only sport he excels 
in. 

Reece’s exploits on the baseball field 
caused scouts of a different nature to 
check out his endeavors this spring. He 
was named to the All-Greater Houston 
team, no small accomplishment in a city 
that routinely sends dozens of talented 
players to the professional ranks each 
year. 

He was selected to play in the Texas 
High School All-Star Game and showed 
his stuff, going 2-for-2 with a walk in 
three plate appearances. He was also 
drafted by the Chicago White Sox, but 
from the begining he made it clear to 
the scouts that he was honoring his com- 
mitment to the Huskers. 

“T always told them (the pro scouts) 
from day one that I was going to 
Nebraska and play football. I might have 
been drafted much higher had I not told 
them that.” 

Reece hasn’t totally ruled baseball out 
of his future, just his immediate future. 

“Coach Osborne told me I would have 
to wait until my sophomore year to play 
baseball and that’s fine with me. I know 
that my first spring practice will be very 
important if I want to start next year, so 
I'll be there. But down the road, I'd like 
to take a shot at playing some baseball. 
It would be nice to have a choice in the 
future as to which sport to play after col- 
lege,’ Reece said. 

With the little time he had left be- 
tween conditioning and baseball, Reece 
somehow found the time to get to know 
the Huskers’ other Houston area 
recruits. 

“T didn’t know Billy (Wade) or Jerry 
(Irons) until after we had all signed, but 
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we've had some chances to get to know 
each other this summer. Billy had a lit- 
tle get together at his house and we had 
a good chance to talk. We’re already 
planned to room together. That’s nice, 
having guys from the same area 
together,’ Reece added. 

Reece selected Nebraska from a host 
of offers because of the Huskers’ win- 
ning tradition. “I remember watching 
Mike Rozier and that great team in 1983 
and always being impressed with the 
program. There’s just something about 
the school and everything. Once I went 
up there, I had no doubt where I was 
going to go.” 

Reece has aspirations to join the 
working press corps after his playing 
days are over, but unlike the countless 
athletes who have made the jump from 
the field to the broadcasting booth, 
Reece has his sights set on the world of 
the print journalism. 

“I’ve always liked writing. I enjoy 
writing essays and things like that. I 
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never worked on the high school paper 
because athletics were so time- 
consuming, but it (journalism) is some- 
thing I’m looking foward to studying.” 

It would be ironic should Reece one 
day find himself covering the Huskers, 
but for now his sights are set on win- 
ning a job and having someone write a 
few lines about him. 

It might be the best work study course 
around. 

Leaving home is never easy, both for 
the college freshman and for the parents 
and family that he leaves behind. 
Reece’s parents made the drive from 
Houston to Lincoln with him and then 
faced the time to say good-bye. 

“This is the first time that John has 
been any real distance from home,” his 
mother Ophelia said. ‘‘He’s the first 
grandchild from my side of the family 
to go to college.” 

Before they left to take him to Lin- 
coln, Reece’s mother had one last talk 
with her son over a special breakfast. 


SMALL 
COLLEGE 
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“T told him that we expected him to do 
his best, and that meant in all aspects 
of college. Whenever we spoke to him 
about what we hoped for him in school, 
we always spoke in terms of both the 
athletic and academic objectives. The 
most important thing is for him to come 
away from his college years with a 
degree.” 

Not having their son around is a new 
experience for the Reece family. “John 
called a few days after we left and he 
sounded good, but from what he told us, 
it sounds like he'll be really busy the 
next several weeks,’ Ophelia Reece 
said. “It’s hard to realize that he’s gone 
away.” 

But the family will be able to follow 
John’s progress on a local radio station 
that carries all the Husker games live 
and through occasional return trips 
north. 


“It’s a long drive up there,’ John Jr. 


said. ““But I imagine we'll be making a 
few more trips that way.” Ml 
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Order your Husker 
Commemorative Plaque NOW! 


INCLUDES: 


Color Photographs ¢ Complete Statistics 
Team Roster ¢ Big Eight Results 
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